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After a six-year absence, the Tottenham Santa Claus parade returned on Nov. 29 to the delight of many local residents. Sponsored
by the BTBIA, New Tecumseth Rotary, and CRIC, the parade made its way down Queen Street, with the crowd appearing the
largest at Tottenham’s four corners. See more photos on Page 8. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County council approved a $1.042
billion budget on Nov. 25, 2025.

The budget was designed to maintain
existing service levels while delivering stra-
tegic, fiscally responsible investments that
support growth, modernization, and commu-
nity well-being.

Council stated the budget was developed
in alignment with Council priorities and with
a clear focus on delivering value in today’s
challenging financial climate.

The approved budget positions the
County of Simcoe for long-term resilience
and success while minimizing impact on
taxpayers.

“This budget reflects County Council’s
steadfast commitment to fiscal responsibility
and prudent stewardship of taxpayer dollars
while facing rising demand for the County’s
critical services,” said Simcoe County War-

den Basil Clarke. “By balancing the need to
invest in critical infrastructure, housing, and
community supports with careful financial
management, this responsible approach posi-
tions Simcoe County to grow sustainably
while protecting the services and supports
that matter most to our communities.”

The budget includes key investments
across 20 vital service areas, including infra-
structure, housing, emergency services, and
community supports.

Key investments include:

e Major road construction projects (CR4,
CR 21, CR22), bridge upgrades.

e Continued implementation of the Lake
Simcoe Regional Airport Strategic Plan,
including the Runway Extension project.

* Launch of the new 10-Year Strategy with
funding for rental units, supplements, sec-
ondary suites, and supportive housing.

e Further work on the Simcoe Village
Campus Redevelopment in Beeton
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Simcoe County council approves over $1 billion budget for 2026

e Continued rollout of Community Para-
medicine and Models of Care

e Simcoe County Housing Corporation
developments in Barrie, Collingwood, and
Wasaga Beach, alongside continued support
for third-party affordable housing projects.

e Implementation of the Canada-Wide
Early Learning and Child Care Agreement,
supporting the creation of 978 new licensed
childcare spaces through a cost-based fund-
ing model.

The approved budget includes a 3.5 per
cent increase — 2 per cent for operating and
capital, and 1.5 per cent for asset manage-
ment — on the County portion of municipal
property taxes in 2026.

This represents an impact of approxi-
mately $10.86 per $100,000 of assessment
across the region, based on MPAC’s 2016
property assessment.

A total of $237.4 million of the County’s
$745.1 million operating revenue budget
comes from Simcoe County residential prop-

erty taxes, and the remaining amount from
other revenues and funding streams.

The County’s strong financial position is
reflected in its AA+ long-term issuer credit
rating from S&P Global Ratings — a leading
provider of independent credit assessments
and market insights.

2026 budget highlights include:

Total County operating and capital expen-
ditures for 2026: $1.042 billion.

* Long Term Care Homes and Senior Ser-
vices: $126 million

¢ Paramedic Services: $89 million

e Community Support and Wellbeing:
$101 million

e Community Housing: $114 million

¢ Housing and Homelessness: $69 million

e Early Learning and Child Care System
Management: $151 million

¢ Transportation and Engineering: $82 mil-
lion

*Solid Waste Management: $83 million

Stevenson Memorial Hospital receives provincial funding for infrastructure

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

An Integrity Commissioner Report regar-
dinStevenson Memorial Hospital in Alliston
will receive funding from the province for
Community Infrastructure Renewal as part of
a broader $257 million investment to support
critical infrastructure upgrades and repairs
at 126 hospitals and 66 community health-
based facilities across Ontario.

The announcement was made by Simcoe-
Grey MPP Brian Saunderson on Wednesday,
Nov. 26.

The funds to upgrade Stevenson total
$434.721.

Funding is being delivered through the
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Health Infrastructure Renewal Fund and the
Community Infrastructure Renewal Fund.

“Stevenson Memorial Hospital is a corner-
stone of health care in our region,” said MPP
Brian Saunderson. “This investment will help
the hospital continue to deliver high-quality
care while preparing for its next stage of
growth. Our government remains committed
to strengthening health care in Simcoe-Grey
and supporting the dedicated people who
provide compassionate care close to home.”

The HIRF and CIRF programs enable
health-care system partners to address
their urgent infrastructure needs, includ-
ing upgrading or replacing roofs, windows,
security systems, fire alarms and emergency
generators.

STEVENSON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

FILE PHOTO

This year, the Ontario government
increased funding for these programs by 12.3
per cent.

“Our government is continuing to make
historic investments to protect Ontario’s
health-care system, ensuring that more peo-
ple in Simcoe-Grey can connect to the care
they need, where and when they need it,” said
Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of
Health. “Supporting infrastructure upgrades
at Stevenson Memorial Hospital is another
way our government is ensuring people can
receive high-quality care, closer to home.”

Over the next 10 years, the province is

905-729-7272

Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates
29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON LOG 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com

investing nearly $60 billion in major health
infrastructure. This is part of the Ontario gov-
ernment’s plan to get shovels in the ground on
more than 50 major hospital projects across
the province, which will deliver approxi-
mately 3,000 new hospital beds and build a
connected, people-first health-care system.
“We are very grateful for MPP Saunder-
son and the Government of Ontario’s ongo-
ing support of Stevenson Memorial Hospital.
Infrastructure funding is so important as it
helps us maintain our current facility while
preliminary construction is underway in
preparation for our new facility build.”
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Don't sweat the small stuff

Years ago, the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, also known as the
Mormons, ran a series of public service-
type commercials on network television.

They weren’t proselytizing or even
introducing their religion; they were just
promoting good messages.

One of those commercials really stuck
with me over the years.

There was a man standing in front of
a mirror wearing an undershirt, his face
covered in shaving cream.

He had a couple strokes of the razor
before he heard a familiar sound and
looked out the window.

The garbage truck passed by his
house without stopping.

The man’s son had forgotten to do one
of his chores and didn’t put the garbage
out for pick-up.

In the next scene, the man, his face
still covered in lather, and the son are
seen running down the street with sev-
eral garbage bags in an attempt to catch
the garbage truck.

When the garbage truck makes its
next stop, the two throw their garbage
bags into the truck and give a wave to
the drivers.

They return to the house and stop on
the porch.

The father looks at the son.

In many cases, you would expect to
hear the father admonish the son for his
irresponsible behaviour and forgetting to
do a simple but necessary chore.

Instead, the father laughs at the
thought of the ridiculous sight of them
running after the garbage truck.

He put his arm around the son’s shoul-
der, and they entered the house.

The message: Don’t sweat the small
stuff.

I've always thought that was a short,
yet powerful vignette of the right way to
go through life.

Why make a big deal out of nothing?

Just over a month ago, we celebrated
the Thanksgiving holiday. The idea
behind this special time of year is to give
thanks for what you have.

Originally, it meant giving thanks for
a good harvest that would sustain your
family over the next year.

Since most of us aren’t really involved
in a harvest anymore, it has become a
time to reflect on all the good things you
have in your life.

You can be thankful you're alive, have
a decent job, your family is happy and
healthy, and maybe because you have a
Ford Mustang convertible parked in your
garage as a summer toy car.

You should be thankful you live in a

Giving Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday...

Do you remember when you were
first bitten by the spirit of giving?

Some of us are fortunate to have had
childhoods where compiling our gift
lists around the holiday season was
almost as fun as receiving gifts. The
possibilities seemed endless!

| was lucky enough to have a mother
who was — and is — a gift-giving enthu-
siast, while my father was, during my
childhood at least, a bit of a tougher
sell.

At that age, taking me out to get gifts
for the parentals was, of course, the
province of the parent who was not on
the receiving end of the gift in question
and, as they held the purse strings, my
selections were sometimes limited by a
number of variables outside of my con-
trol, including whether or not they hap-
pened to be getting along at the time!

| was probably about eight years old
when | realized that gift-giving could
truly be as creative as compiling a wish
list. One of my elder cousins at the
time had their first paycheque burning

a hole in their pocket, and they decided
they would give their own gifts to the
family.

It’'s still a mystery to me why they
thought Don Cherry’s latest — and
apparently greatest — installment in
his Rock’em Sock'em Hockey VHS
series was the right gift for me, but |
was glad they allowed me to exchange
it for something that was a bit more my
speed: The Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.
Cookbook.

In my defence, it was 1994 and “For-
rest Gump” was all the rage at the time,
and it has a pretty rock’em, sock’em
recipe for shrimp linguine | still revisit
from time to time — and my cousin
learned the value of a gift receipt. A
win-win all around!

A few years later, | had saved a few
bucks, withdrew the $50 in my bank
account that had been accumulating
cents of interest since pure, unadulter-
ated nepotism landed me my first gig in
my all-too-brief career as a child model
for drinking water purification systems,

FROM THE SECOND ROW

country where you have a democratic
voice and the power to change a gov-
ernment if you don'’t like its policies. You
should be thankful you live in a country
that is financially successful.

Over the past decade, there has been
a lot of ‘woke’ information about all the
wrongs this country has done in the past.

The truth is, this country was built
where nothing existed before.

That bridge you drive over every day,
and the streets and roads you take to get
to work, were built. So were the hydro-
electric dams that supply your electricity,
the water purification plants that provide
you with water, the arena where you play
hockey, the home and subdivision you
live in, and the park in your neighbour-
hood. They were all built by hardwork-
ing people over the course of over 300
years.

We should all appreciate these first-
world amenities, and those who come
here and try to disrupt that should prob-
ably just leave.

We are now heading into the Christ-
mas season — the season of love, peace,
and goodwill toward men — although it
has mainly become the season of crass
commercialism.

The day after Christmas Day was tra-
ditionally called Boxing Day for some

and set out for a GTA mall with a list of
whom | had to buy for.

As luck would have it, the mall |
landed on had a groovy little store that
had about two dozen stores within,
featuring work from scores of artisans,
producers, and more. Something for
everyone, all under one roof!

As a first-time giver, | hit the jackpot.

For my mom, always an enthusi-
ast for antique pine furniture, | found
a beautiful hand-made wooden bowl
that is still in use; my dad and grand-
father, men with nautical inclinations,
were on the receiving end of etched
glass plaques featuring a variety of
watercraft; my brother, who had a cat
at the time, a quirky desk organizer
in the shape of a feline. The others? |
can’t remember, but I’'m sure what they
received was as thoughtfully chosen
as possible without having to go to a
second store!

Needless to say, the experience
didn’t turn me into a dyed-in-the-fur
mall rat, but the pure joy in the act of

BRIAN LOCKHART

reason.
It has now become
synonymous with

shopping and getting
a good deal. | guess it
works, or they wouldn’t do it.

| recently bought a new smart TV. My
old one just fizzled out and died one eve-
ning. Since TV repair went the way of
the dinosaurs, buying a new one is really
the only option.

When | went into the big box store we
all shop at, but no one ever admits to
buying at, | noticed all the TVs on display
were huge.

After looking around, | came upon a
skid full of 55-inch TVs. It was a good
brand with lots of features and priced
well below what | expected to pay.

| asked the salesperson a lot of ques-
tions about the product, and finally asked
‘Why is it priced so low?”

She replied that it was part of the
‘Black Friday’ sale, and it was on for half
price. Black Friday? That isn’t even a
Canadian thing, and it was only Thurs-
day.

| now have a very large TV in a very
small room, but I'm happy with it.

Enjoy the coming season, have fun,
and don’t sweat the small stuff — life is
too short.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER

giving has remained
a constant — some-
times in spite of
another set of vari-
ables thrown our
way.

I’m not sure about the rest of you, but
I've found the very concept of buying
a bit more intense this holiday season
—and, alas, we're just getting started.

Perhaps it's because so many of us
are feeling more of a pinch this year as
the world continues to face economic
challenges, but the commodification of
the holiday season has felt a bit more
in-your-face this time around, particu-
larly in the lead-up to and aftermath of
Black Friday and Cyber Monday.

Now, I'm all for getting a deal, but, to
my mind, we were doing just fine when
our deal-finding dates were more or
less firmly set for the Monday after our
Canadian Thanksgiving and on Boxing
Day.

Continued on Page 19
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Strategy to stay out of jail

Israel’s prime minister, Binyamin ‘Bibi’ Netanyahu,
has just asked the country’s president, Isaac Herzog,
to “fully pardon” him of all three charges — bribery,
fraud and breach of trust — that he has been on trial
for since 2020. And the question is: why did he only
ask for it now?

The alleged crimes were the kind of petty malpractice
that often trips up politicians: accepting gifts (mostly
cigars and champagne) from powerful businessmen
and bribing media for positive coverage. However, a
former Israeli prime minister, Ehud Olmert, served 18
months in jail after conviction on similar charges, so
Netanyahu does have a potential problem.

He has dealt with the charges for the past five years
by delaying tactics in court and latterly by requesting
endless postponements on the grounds that he was
too busy fighting a war in the Gaza Strip. But there
is currently a cease-fire in Gaza, which some people
hope can be turned into a peace deal and reconstruc-

ORNAMENTS FOR A WEARY

POSTES

CANADA

tion of the devastated homes of its 2.3 million people.

The cease-fire intensifies Bibi’s legal problem,
however, since he can no longer plausibly demand
postponements in the trial proceedings because there
is a war on. Moreover, there must be an election for
the next Knesset (parliament) by next October, and
according to current opinion polls Netanyahu’s coali-
tion is unlikely to win.

But why are lIsraeli voters so ungrateful? Didn’t
Bibi win the war, crush the Palestinians and get all
the hostages back? Well, yes, but he was also the
man in charge on 7 October the year before last when
Hamas fighters took Israel by surprise and murdered
more than 1,200 Israelis in their own homes. A great
many people have not forgiven him for that.

In Israel major government failures like this usually
end up before an independent state commission of
inquiry led by a retired judge. That would be political
death for Netanyahu: his mistaken belief that he had
tamed Hamas by letting large
sums of money reach it from
Arab sources was why Israel was
so unprepared for the October
attack.

Bibi has neutered that threat for
the time being by putting himself
in charge of the inquiry, but he
could not hope to keep that posi-
tion if there is a different govern-
ment in Israel after the elections.
Indeed, his whole agenda for
creating a Palestinian-free Gaza,
building on Donald Trump’s proj-
ect for a ‘Middle Eastern Riviera’,
would go out the window if he
loses power.

Netanyahu seemed very close
to his goal in September, but
Trump himself then forced Bibi to
accept the cease-fire, implicitly
abandoning his ‘Riviera’ project
in the process. (Why did Trump
do that? Maybe he was swayed
by pity for the Palestinians, or
perhaps he just realised that the
Saudi Arabians were getting very
unhappy about it.)
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At any rate, the best solution for
all Netanyahu’s problems, legal,
strategic and political, would be a
resumption of the war in Gaza. He
could go back to stalling court hearings on his corrup-
tion charges, he could get started on pushing Pales-
tinians out of Gaza, perhaps he could even win the
elections next year if the expulsions went well enough.

The only big obstacle to all that is Donald Trump,
who now sees the cease-fire in Gaza as one of his
major achievements. It's going nowhere politically,
and even in terms of stopping the killing it's not very
effective: in November Israeli forces killed at least
300 Palestinians in Gaza, most of them civilians. But
Trump is quite protective about it, so Bibi must wait.

He can’t do that indefinitely, but he can probably
do it for long enough. He is both patient and persis-
tent whereas Trump is neither. Netanyahu will jump
through as many hoops as necessary, fly to Washing-
ton to kiss the ring whenever it’s required, and sooner
or later Trump will go chasing off after some other
shiny object.

It should be easy to restart the war in Gaza once
Trump is sufficiently distracted. Hamas fighters know
that they will lose as badly in any future fighting as
they did in the last round, but most of them will prob-
ably choose to die on their feet rather than live on their
knees.

Israeli reservists might be a bit harder to motivate for
yet another round of the war, but the habit of duty plus
the promise of a mass expulsion of Palestinians at
least from Gaza would
probably be enough to
get most of them back
out one more time.
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: The price of convenience is too expensive for the environment

We pay more, think less, and live on auto-
play.

Convenience has become a way of life.
From pre-cut vegetables to next-day deliv-
ery, society is creating a culture that priori-
tizes instant gratification and convenience
over long-term sustainability.

While our convenient lifestyle offers us
ease, it’s also created a disposable culture.
Convenience damages the environment
with products like single-use plastics and
fast fashion. It creates a sedentary lifestyle,
which, in turn, leads to health issues. Higher
prices through delivery fees and impulse
buying create financial burdens.

Plastic waste: Single-use plastics in food
packaging, disposable water bottles, and cof-
fee cups overwhelm our waste management
systems. Plastic never dies, and a signifi-
cant amount ends up in oceans and landfills,
where it pollutes the ecosystems and harms
wildlife. The production and disposal of con-
venience items contribute to greenhouse gas
emissions. Microplastics are everywhere.
We eat, drink, and breathe plastic every day.
The embedded toxic chemicals create sig-
nificant risks to our health.

1O\
\ 4

GREYS FOR GREEN

protecting our planet for generations to come

E-Commerce: We are often on auto-play
with Amazon orders and Uber Eats. The rise
of e-commerce and next-day delivery servic-
es increases fuel consumption, traffic con-
gestion, and carbon emissions. The packing
only adds more to our already over-capacity
landfills.

Convenience foods: Ready-to-eat and
ultra-processed foods often contain un-
healthy levels of sugar, saturated fat, and
sodium, risking increased rates of obesity,
diabetes, depression, and anxiety. Individu-
ally wrapped snacks, single-serving coffee
pods, and pre-cut fruits and vegetables are
examples of convenience-driven packaging
that generate mountains of waste.

Sedentary lifestyles: Convenience tech-

nology reduces our levels of physical exer-
cise, from driving short distances to having
groceries delivered. This sedentary behavior
is a major contributor to lifestyle diseases.

Life skills: Our reliance on convenience
limits our resourcefulness, creativity, and
self-reliance. Skills like cooking family
meals and making simple repairs to clothing
and household items are vanishing.

Impatience and instant gratification:
Convenience gives us what we want quickly,
but it erodes our ability to wait and be pa-
tient.

Simple ways to reduce our reliance on
convenience.

* Plan and prepare meals at home, cooking
nutritious food, and saving money.

e Take your lunch to work, choosing
healthier options and avoiding plastic pack-
aging.

 Keep your reusable coffee cup handy.

* Stop scrolling and shop locally to sup-
port sustainable businesses.

* Buy better quality clothing and use it for
longer.

* Buy in bulk, avoid individually wrapped
items, and choose products with minimal/re-

cyclable packaging.

While convenience offers us immediate
benefits, let’s recognise the long-term con-
sequences of our choices and the impact on
our environment. We have power. We have
the power to make a difference - by re-eval-
uating our buying habits, opting for reusable
alternatives, supporting sustainable busi-
nesses, and advocating for change. We have
the power and an obligation to be environ-
mentally responsible.

We need to slow down and consider what
truly adds value to our lives rather than what
makes it easier and convenient for us. By
prioritizing the health of our planet over con-
venience, we can work towards living more
sustainably and create a more resilient envi-
ronment for future generations.

We can start simply. We can slow down.
We can try something less convenient today.

This Community Voice submission was
provided by Louise Montague, who is a
member of Greys for Green in New Tecums-
eth. She is interested in helping others learn
how to make sustainable living the norm.
Contact Greys for Green at contactus@
greysforgreen.org.

Stevenson Memorial Hospital announces end to influenza outbreak in Medical Surgical Unit

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In collaboration with the Simcoe Muskoka
District Health Unit, Stevenson Memorial
Hospital is announcing that the influenza

outbreak on the hospital’s Medical Surgical
Unit has been declared over.

The announcement was made on Friday,
Nov. 28.

Visitation is open for patients on the unit.

The hospital previously declared a flu

ALLISTON ONTHE BOYNE
THE LEGACY OF A MILL TOWN

Carolyn Knowles

@ [deal Christmas present!

New Tecumseth.

This hard cover book with 330 pages including 270 images of
the past chronicles the history of Alliston from 1847 to 1991.
Alliston was originally established as a mill site and slowly grew
into a flourishing municipality throughout the 1900s. In 1991,
Alliston was amalgamated into the newly established Town of

$70.00

Available for purchase: Museum on The Boyne, Gibson Centre,
and Next Chapter bookstore.

For more information, visit: allistonhistorybook.ca

outbreak in the medical/surgical unit. Close
contacts had been notified, and enhanced
cleaning was carried out, with additional
infection prevention and control measures
in place.

The hospital is asking the public to refrain

from visiting if you are unwell or have any
respiratory symptoms.

If you go to the emergency department for
care, wear a hospital-provided mask upon
arrival if you are experiencing respiratory
symptoms.

N YOUR SIDE

for the residents of Alliston,
Beeton, and Tottenham in
Parliament

Scot

lower taxes, affordable
homes, responsible
immigration, and

safer communities

cutting through red tape
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with federal agencies
and departments
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business owners,
seniors, workers,
and families

DAVIDSON

MP NEW TECUMSETH-GWILLIMBURY

scot.davidson@parl.gc.ca
scotdavidson.ca - 905-898-1600




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Herbert’s Boots in Alliston has announced
a pledge to donate $50,000 to the Stevenson
Memorial Hospital Foundation’s Because of
You Campaign to help fund the renovation
and expansion of Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital.

Since opening its first location in Alliston
in 1958, Herbert’s Boots has worked to offer
high-quality footwear and apparel, excellent
customer service, and fair prices. The fam-
ily-owned retailer has been an active mem-
ber of the community, and this year decided
to focus their contributions on supporting the
vital work of Stevenson Memorial Hospital
and its ongoing efforts to improve healthcare
infrastructure and services.

“We think it’s important to support our
local hospital, and we’re happy to see Ste-
venson Memorial expanding to meet the
needs of our growing community,” said

Dieter Elsner, owner of Herbert’s Boots.
“It is a service that we all use and need, and
we’re grateful to be in a position to contrib-
ute where we can.”

The $50,000 donation supports Stevenson
Memorial Hospital Foundation’s ambitious
Because of You Campaign, which aims to
raise $80 million to enhance healthcare ser-
vices in our community.

Frank Cerisano, CEO of Stevenson Memo-
rial Hospital Foundation, expressed his grati-
tude for Herbert’s Boots’ generous support.

“We are incredibly thankful to Herbert’s
Boots for their pledge,” he said. “Contri-
butions like theirs are vital in helping us
reach our campaign goal. This exemplifies
how local businesses play a pivotal role in
advancing community health and supporting
our hospital. Herbert’s Boots joins a growing
group of community supporters dedicated
to ensuring Stevenson Memorial Hospital
remains a trusted healthcare resource for
years to come.”
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Herbert's Boots pledges $50,000 to support local hospltal’s campaign

CAMPAIGN PLEDGE
— Herbert's Boots in
Alliston has pledged
$50,000 toward the
Stevenson Memorial
Hospital Foundation’s
Because of You cam-
paign. From left, Frank
Cerisano, Stevenson
Memorial Hospital
Foundation Chief Ex-

flechoks Brofs

ecutive Officer; Cathy
Elsner; Dieter Elsner
of Herberts; and Ted

S’f?wm Memorial Hodpital Foundation B Vandevis, Stevenson
Payable T

Memorial Hospital

i : l\i—‘ h{) LS J —— XX /100 Dowwass Foundation Board

STEVENSON Chair, gather at the

Victoria Street store
for the cheque presen-

tation.
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Building Up Simcoe County: Community blueprint for affordable housing, homelessness

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

An Integrity Commissioner Report
regardiSimcoe County council has approved
and released its new 10-year affordable
housing and homelessness prevention strat-
egy, titled “Building Up Simcoe County —
Our Community Blueprint for Affordable
Housing and Homelessness Prevention.”

This aggressive strategy builds on the
County’s previous strategy, which con-
cluded in 2024, that created approximately
3,700 new affordable housing units.

“With this strategy, we’re committed to

serving 20,996 households between 2025
and 2035 - including 5,081 through new
housing units and subsidies, and 15,915 by
addressing affordability gaps,” said Sim-
coe County Warden Basil Clarke. “This is
an aggressive target, but it is one that we
know that we can achieve through sustained
investments from all levels of government
and partnerships throughout our communi-
ties with municipalities, non-profits, and the
private sector.”

Warden Clarke noted that by partner-
ing with communities, residents of Simcoe
County will continue to thrive, become
stronger, and create places that people are

proud to call home.

The new strategy focuses on three practi-
cal pillars: supply, people, and service sys-
tem management.

This is a balanced approach that moves
from targeting units created into housing
targets.

It sets a ‘households housed’ target that
combines results from both capital projects
and operating programs.

It also includes a broader households
served target, which includes households
housed plus households supported through
diversion and prevention initiatives.

This shift provides a more accurate mea-

sure of the County’s impact, and shows not
only how many new homes are created or
accessed, but also how many residents are
able to remain stably housed.

The strategy’s three pillars include:

e Increasing supply through new builds,
modular bridge housing, secondary suites,
and conversions.

» Keeping people housed with prevention,
rent supports, and repairs.

e Managing the system with coordinated
data, stronger partnerships, and transparent
reporting.

To view the full strategy and to understand
this new approach, visit simcoe.ca/ourahhps.
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT — The Tottenham Santa Claus Parade featured floats and
marchers from a variety of community groups, nonprofits and businesses when it
came to town on Nov. 29. Large crowds lined the streets of downtown Tottenham to
enjoy the parade, which returned for the first time since 2019.
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

When a person is diagnosed with cancer, it
is a life-changing event that can present many
challenges.

One of those challenges is simply getting to
medical centres for treatment.

Some people do not drive or don’t have a
friend or relative to help them. Sometimes,
there is just no one available to help due to
other obligations.

Some cancer patients may not be able to
operate a vehicle after some of their treat-
ment. Since some patients may have to go for
radiation treatment for up to six weeks, the
constant travel can be difficult.

Wheels of Hope is a program offered by
the Canadian Cancer Society that pairs vol-

unteer drivers with people with cancer who
need help getting to and from their treatment
appointments.

The program operates in Ontario and sev-
eral other provinces and is currently being
expanded to include the East Coast.

Locally, there is a shortage of drivers in
New Tecumseth and the surrounding area.
Currently, the local program has only one
driver, even though the volume of patients
requires several more volunteers to ensure
everyone who needs a ride has one.

Wheels of Hope is looking for at least five
more volunteers to step up and be a part of
the program. Volunteers are not required to be
dedicated to a strict schedule.

The program is very flexible, so volunteers
can choose the days they would like to drive
as well as have a choice in the destinations
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Wheels of Hope needs local drivers to assist cancer patients

they will drive to.

With the flexible schedule, Wheels of Hope
is looking for drivers who can commit long-
term, for at least six months, since they don’t
have to adhere to a rigid schedule and can
drive whenever they choose. Volunteers are
reimbursed for both mileage and parking fees
incurred.

The program operates Monday to Friday
during daytime hours.

This is a valuable program that helps many
people. Clients report back to Wheels of
Hope that they don’t know what they would
have done without the program’s assistance.

Volunteer drivers say that this work feels
rewarding, and they get back more than they
give from the feeling of doing something
good and helping others. They feel they are
making a difference in someone’s life and

helping someone in their own community.

Volunteer drivers enjoy meeting people
from all walks of life during their drives.

If you are considering becoming a volun-
teer driver, your driver’s license should have
3 or fewer demerits, and you should have
operated a 100 per cent smoke-free vehicle.

Volunteers will also be required to undergo
a criminal background check and provide ref-
erences.

Wheels of Hope needs drivers from New
Tecumseth and the surrounding area, includ-
ing Everett. Volunteers will be asked to drive
to Barrie and Toronto.

You can become a Wheels of Hope volun-
teer driver by visiting volunteercancer.ca and
clicking on Wheels of Hope.

For more information, you can email vol-
unteer@cancer.ca or call 1-888-939-3333.

Track Your Plow app allows residents to stay mformed on Wlnter malntenance

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Now that the colder weather is here, you
can expect town crews to be out plowing the
streets during and after a snowfall.

If you would like to know which streets
have been plowed and which are currently
being maintained, you can now go online to
see where the plows are and which streets
have been cleared.

The ‘Track Your Plow’ web application
provides New Tecumseth residents with
information during a winter event.

The map will show an image of a plow at
the location where it is actively deployed,
plowing or spreading sand or salt.

The map also shows a colour-coded display
indicating maintenance. A Green trail means
a street has been cleared within the last eight

hours. Yellow means a street has been cleared
within the last 8-16 hours. An Orange trail
means a street has been cleared within 16-24
hours.

The ‘Track Your Plow’ service is available
24/7 and automatically updates to provide
residents with the latest information.

A search address feature is also available.
You can enter a specific address, and the map
will zoom to that specific location.

Roads are plowed based on priority.

Major roads are plowed first so emergency
vehicles can pass safely. Secondary roads are
plowed afterward.

Primary roads are roads with the high-
est speeds and the greatest traffic volume.
Secondary roads usually connect residential
roads to primary roads.

The Track Your Plow web application is
available on the town website.
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Smoke alarms save lives — check your batteries regularly

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With the recent time change and turning your
clocks back an hour, it is also recommended
that you use the change as a reminder to check
the batteries in your home smoke alarms.

By law, every home in Ontario must have
a working smoke alarm on every storey and
outside all sleeping areas.

Most fatal fires occur at night when people
are asleep. Often, victims are overcome by
smoke and never wake up.

Working smoke alarms give you the pre-
cious time you need to escape a fire.

It is the homeowner s responsibility to install
and maintain smoke alarms on every storey of
their home and outside sleeping areas.

It is a landlord’s responsibility to ensure
their rental properties comply with the law and
ensure their buildings are safe.

If you are a tenant of a rental property and do
not have the required number of smoke alarms,
contact your landlord immediately. It is against
the law for tenants to remove the batteries or
tamper with the alarm in any way.

Smoke alarms come in different models
with varying features and applications, so

choosing the right one can be confusing. You
should familiarize yourself with the different
alarms to make an educated decision.

Smoke alarms can be powered by hard-
wired electricity or by batteries. If you are
installing an electrically powered alarm, it is
recommended that it have a battery-powered
backup alarm in case of a power failure.

Most smoke alarms employ either ionization
or photoelectric technology. Ionization alarms
may respond slightly faster to flaming-type
fires.

Photoelectric alarms may be quicker at
detecting slow, smouldering fires. Consider
having both types of alarms in your home.

Smoke alarms with a pause button are highly
recommended. The pause feature permits the
alarm to be temporarily silenced without dis-
connecting the power source.

Smoke alarms must be installed on each
storey of the home and outside sleeping areas.

Because smoke rises, smoke alarms should
be installed on the ceiling. If this is not pos-
sible, install the alarm high on the wall and fol-
low the manufacturer’s instructions.

Avoid placing smoke alarms too close to
bathrooms, windows, ceiling fans, and heating
and cooking appliances.

f ‘““ ||u|muum

SAVE YOUR LIFE — Smoke alarms are your number one defence against being alerted to a fire
in your home. Check your batteries regularly to make sure your alarms are working properly.

You should test your smoke alarm monthly
by pressing the test button on the alarm. When
the test button is pressed, the alarm should
sound.

If the alarm fails to sound, make sure the
battery is installed correctly, or install a new
one.

If the alarm still fails to sound, replace it
with a new one.

FILE PHOTO

Install a new battery at least once a year or
as recommended by the manufacturer. Install a
new battery if the low-battery warning sounds
or if the alarm fails to sound when tested.

All smoke alarms wear out. Replace them
every 10 years.

Smoke alarms are your first defence and
warning when a fire has happened or is about
to happen.

Local health unit says cervical cancer can be eliminated with the bulletproof HPV vaccine

Health unit says cervical cancer can be Statistics Advisory Committee shows that per cent of all cervical cancers are caused by
eliminated with the bulletproof HPV vac-
cine

A new report from the Canadian Cancer
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cancer mortality rates are going down.
However, cervical cancer rates have
stopped declining in Canada. More than 99
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Bert is a 4 year old, goofy guy. He loves

to play with toys, balls and wands. He is
always adventuring around, and will keep
everyone laughing. Bert gets along well
with all the other cats.

Bert is neutered, microchipped,
vaccinated, dewormed and flea treated.

Adoption fee is $275.

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

the human papillomavirus (HPV).

A safe and effective HPV vaccine has
been available through Ontario’s School
Immunization Program since 2007.

“This vaccine not only prevents cervical
cancer but protects against several other
cancers caused by HPV infection, such
as oral, throat, anal and penile, types of
cancer that many of us have seen affect
people we know,” said the Simcoe Mus-
koka District Health Unit in a recent press
release.

Unfortunately, in Simcoe Muskoka only
about 63 per cent of Grade 7 students
receive this important cancer prevention
vaccine, leaving more than 2,000 Grade 7
youth unprotected against several types of
cancer, each year.

Locally, the rate of cervical cancer for
females aged 20 to 44 years is about 50 per
cent higher in Simcoe Muskoka than in the
rest of Ontario.

It is estimated that over 75 per cent of

Canadians will have an HPV infection at
some point in their lifetime, as it is easily
transmitted through skin-to-skin contact
during sex.

Condoms provide only partial protection
against HPV infection.

By contrast, HPV immunization offers
lifelong, bulletproof protection against HPV
— a fact supported by a 2024 study in Scot-
land that found zero cases of cervical can-
cer among young women fully vaccinated
against HPV.

If you are still in high school and missed
the HPV vaccine in Grade 7, it is not too
late.

In Ontario, students can receive the HPV
vaccine for free until the end of Grade 12,
and men who have sex with men are eligible
until age 26.

Talk with your health care provider about
the vaccine or book an appointment at a
health unit immunization clinic.

Continued on Page 11
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Local health unit says cervical

cancer can be eliminated with
the ‘bulletproof’ HPV vaccine

The Public Health Agency of Canada
shares that the risk of cancer from HPV goes
beyond cervical cancer as there are more
than 100 types of HPV and it is one of the
most common sexually transmitted infections
(STD).

Both men and women can get HPV which
is responsible for 80 to 90 percent of anal
cancers, 40 percent of vaginal and vulvar
cancers, 40 to 50 percent of penile cancers,
and 25 to 35 percent of mouth and throat can-
cers in Canada.

The HPV vaccine is 99 percent effective
at preventing HPV infections, as well as the
cancers and warts they can cause.

“In my clinical practice, I have seen young
people devastated when they seek medical
care for their genital warts. None of these
patients had received the HPV vaccine and
all of them wish they had,” writes Dr. Colin
Lee, an Associate Medical Officer of Health
at the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit.

“Vaccines work best when given before
someone is exposed to a disease which is why
the vaccine is offered to students in Ontario
in Grade 7 through in-school immunization
programs, along with vaccines for menin-
gococcal disease and hepatitis B. Vaccines
are also more effective when given to young
teens when their immune systems are most
responsive to the vaccine.”

While the vaccines for HPV and hepati-
tis B are not required to attend school, they
are strongly recommended. The fact that
HPV and hepatitis B are sexually transmitted
viruses adds a stigma that can cause parents
to hesitate to vaccinate against those diseases,
and there is also confusion about who needs
to get vaccinated for HPV due to its link to

cervical cancer.

However, because HPV can cause other
types of cancers and warts that affect males
and females, the vaccine has been available
to both sexes since 2016.

“Grade 7 might seem too early to worry
about protecting them from STIs and it is nat-
ural to want to wait until they are ‘ready’ or
are an adult, but vaccines are needed before
a person is exposed to infection,” Dr. Lee
noted. “Moreover, the vaccines do not cause
or lead them to be sexually active sooner. The
HPYV and hepatitis B vaccines each need two
doses, and the body needs time to build up
strong immunity. This is why we offer these
vaccines to students when they are in Grade
7—so they can grow up to be healthy and
protected from these preventable diseases.”

Until the latest Canadian Cancer Statistic
report showed the plateau in cervical cancer
rates, Canada had been on target to eliminate
HPV by 2040. Australia is on track to reach
HPV elimination status by 2035, so it is pos-
sible to eliminate it here as well.

“By preventing the spread of HPV with
vaccination, we can protect people’s health
and ultimately, eliminate cervical and HPV-
related cancers, and genital warts,” writes
Dr. Lee. “Getting students vaccinated against
HPV is not just about reducing the spread of
an STI, it is about protecting people from an
entirely preventable cancer.”

For more information about routine and
required vaccines given to students and the
diseases they prevent, please visit smdhu.org.
To speak with a public health professional,
call 705-721-7520, ext. 8827 or 1-877-721-
7520, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

NVCA Board of Directors unanimously
approve 2026 Budget totalling $7.8 million

On Nov. 28, the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority (NVCA) Board
of Directors unanimously passed the 2026
NVCA Draft Business Plan & Budget — the
first time since 2021.

“I want to thank our Board of Directors
and councils of all 18 municipalities for their
clear direction and support for this budget
and business plan,” said Jennifer Vincent,
CAO of NVCA. “At $7.8 million, this bud-
get reflects fiscal prudence—reducing dis-
cretionary charges by 31% and holding most
lines flat while advancing efficiency and ser-
vice modernization. This positions NVCA
to deliver services that are responsive to the
environmental, economic, and social sus-
tainability of the Nottawasaga Watershed.

Budgets for conservation authorities are
categorized into three categories.

Category 1 is mandatory municipal levy
that goes towards reviewing development
plans to avoid natural hazards. This funding
also supports passive recreation and envi-
ronmental restoration on NVCA lands.

Category 2 are services delivered at the
request of a municipality, with funding
under agreement with the benefiting munici-
pality.

Category 3 are discretionary programs
that go beyond mandatory and municipally
requested services and include initiatives
such as tree planting, environmental resto-
ration, events and environmental education.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

“We were able to gain support for all three
budget categories from all member munici-
palities by being responsive to community
needs,” said Jonathan Scott, NVCA Chair.
“This budget is lean and efficient. We did
that by reviewing the budget line-by-line
and significantly reducing Category 3 costs.
We’ve reduced our operating budget by
$9,000 and held our levy to 2.8%, driven by
the decrease in planning and permitting rev-
enue with the decline in construction across
the province.”

NVCA’s 2026 budget reflects a modest
increase of $180,372.37, which includes
a $101,307.36 increase in municipal levy
shared proportionality across eighteen-
member municipalities. It advances effi-
ciency and service modernization, protects
fair and competitive wages for staff, invests
in responsible asset management, and pri-
oritizes NVCA’s role in flood management
and in supporting the resilience of the local
watershed.
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Hornets split the weekend —win at home Iose on the road

It was a split weekend for the Alliston Hor-
nets, as the team won at home but lost on the
road.

The squad hosted the Huntsville Otters at
the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre for their
regular home game on Friday, Nov. 28.

Huntsville scored the only first-period goal
to take an early lead in the game.

After the break, the Hornets returned for the
second period and delivered a solid perfor-
mance, scoring three unanswered goals.

Hornets’ goals came from Will Millington
and Tristen Pitt for two, to give the Alliston
squad a 3-1 lead heading into the final period.

The game ended with a 5-1 Alliston win
when David Harvey and Noah Prokopec both
scored in the third period.

“I think we finished strong, but we need to
start on top,” said Hornets forward Mark Coish
after the game. “We’re not starting games the
way we want to, but we’re finishing by getting
pucks in the net. We’ve got a couple of new
guys so everyone’s learning the new chemis-
try. When we’re down, we try to to get a hard
forecheck on, and try to force turn-overs and
hopefully get some goals out of that.”

The following night, the Hornets travelled to
Penetang to take on the Kings and left disap-
pointed. The last time the two teams met, the
fourth-place Kings delivered a major upset,
winning 3-0 over the first-place Alliston team.

Coish said the Hornets were prepared to go
back there and get the win.

“We’re going to be ready for tomorrow.
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SPLIT GAMES - Allis-
ton Hornets forward Da-
vid Harvey races for the
puck behind the Hunts-
ville Otters’ goal during
Friday’'s home game at
the New Tecumseth Rec-
reation Centre in Alliston
on Friday, Nov. 18. The
Hornets won this game
5-1. The following night,
the Hornets travelled to
Penetang to take on the
Kings. The Alliston team
had to settle for a 2-1 loss
in that game.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

We’ve been thinking about that game that
we’ve lost,” he said of the team’s resolve to
return to Penetang and get the win.

This time, the Hornets were having the same
problem — they just couldn’t score. In fact, nei-
ther team could hit the back of the net in the

Smith scored with 59 seconds left on the clock.
The Alliston team had to settle for a 2-1 loss.
The Hornets will return to home ice at the

New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday,

Dec. 5, when they will host the Stayner Siskins.
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

first two periods, and they returned for the final
period with no numbers on the scoreboard.
Penetang scored at 42 seconds into the
period, then scored again with just under two
minutes remaining.
The Hornets dodged the shutout when Ben

647- 969 IOBS

i e
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CLOSE GAME - The Tottenham Railers host the West Nipissing Lynx on the ice at the Tottenham Community Centre arena on Saturday, Nov. 19. The Railers were squeezed out by a single

goal and had to take a 7-6 loss in this game.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Southlake recognized as a top employer in the Greater Toronto Area for 2026

Southlake Health is proud to be one of
the top employers in the Greater Toronto
Area for 2026, a designation that celebrates
workplaces that lead the way in support-
ing employee wellness, development, and
engagement.

Southlake is the only hospital in York
Region to be recognized this year, and one
of three community hospitals across the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA).

“We have always said that Southlake’s
greatest strength is our people, and this
award is a powerful reflection of how we
care for them, so they can for others,” said
Paul Woods, medical doctor, president and
CEO of Southlake Health. “Our pride for
people is grounded in teamwork, compas-
sion, and a shared commitment to serving
our communities. A big congratulations to
everyone who made this possible.”

This year marks the 20th anniversary of
the GTA’s Top Employers competition,
which evaluates organizations on their phys-
ical workspace, social atmosphere, benefits,
vacation and time off, communications, per-
formance management, training and devel-
opment.

“Southlake’s recognition as a top employer
reflects its ongoing investment in the well-
being and growth of its people. The hospital
offers a wide suite of programs that support
staff and medical staff both inside and out-
side the workplace,” reads a press release
from Southlake. These include increased
mental health benefits, on-site wellness ser-
vices, dog therapy sessions, free access to an
on-site gym, and a comprehensive package
of education and career supports. Together,
these initiatives reflect Southlake’s long-
standing commitment to cultivating a work-
place where people feel valued, connected,

and empowered.”

Cristina Amaral, vice president of people
and chief human resources officer, lauded
Southlake’s ongoing efforts to empower its
team.

“We value every member of our Southlake
community and focus on supporting their
wellness,” said Amaral. “We see our teams
as whole human beings with lives and
responsibilities beyond work, requiring an
inclusive environment where everyone feels
they belong. Our wellness programs, ben-
efits, and supports are designed to help them
care for themselves so they can continue to
care for our patients. There is a deep sense
of community and pride in lifting each other

29

up.

This sense of community has been vital to
the hospital’s success. Southlake’s Strategy
for the Decade Ahead builds on this foun-
dation, recognizing people as key enablers
who drive progress and transform Southlake
into a Distributed Health Network over the
next 10 years.

As part of this, Southlake has advanced
several initiatives that support engagement.
These include enhanced leadership develop-
ment, improved communication tools, and
expanded recognition activities.

For many at Southlake, the supportive
environment is what inspires them to grow
their careers and stay connected to the orga-
nization.

Arthika Patmanathan, Manager, Patient
Relations & Patient Experience, began as a
co-op student and has built her career across
multiple departments with the support of
colleagues who mentored, coached, and
encouraged her along the way.

“I’m grateful for being able to move
across departments and for the leaders and

RIS

‘dUR COMM

Call VICKI MEISNER
519-278-
or vicki@Ipcmedia.ca

the recognition.

colleagues who welcomed me, coached me,
and helped me grow,” said Patmanathan.
“There is a special sense of community here.
I absolutely love the people I work with. It
is so much a part of me that I feel like I have
grown up at Southlake.”

1700
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RECOGNIZING THE TEAM - Southlake was recently named a top employer in the Greater To-
ronto Area for 2026. Part of the healthcare team, pictured here, shares some smiles after receiving

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

With more than 6,000 staff, medical
staff, volunteers, and learners, Southlake
continues to expand programs, strengthen
employee experiences, and invest in the
people who provide leading edge care, close
to home.
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HoOME COMFORT CENTRES

— Family Owned Business
Established In 1987

SALES ¢ SERVICE * INSTALLATION

6048 HIGHWAY 9,
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM
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May the warmth of the holiday
season be with you!

EXPERIENCE THE COMFORTING GLOW OF A DAVINCI FIREPLACE
— A TIMELESS TOUCH OF WARMTH FOR YOUR HOME OR COTTAGE.

Adjala-Tosorontio resident arrested following OPP search warrant

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As a result of an ongoing police inves-
tigation, members of the Ontario Provin-
cial Police (OPP) Community Street Crime
Unit from the Nottawasaga Detachment,
with assistance from Dufferin and Caledon
Detachments, executed a search warrant at
a residence on County Road 50 in Adjala-
Tosorontio Township on Nov. 26.

In early fall, Nottawasaga CSCU
received information that the accused
was trafficking drugs in the Town of New
Tecumseth.

Through surveillance and investigative
techniques, officers observed activity con-
sistent with drug trafficking and obtained a
search warrant for a residence.

Officers from the Nottawasaga CSCU
attended the residence shortly before 12:30
p-m. to execute the search warrant.

Upon completion of the search, the fol-

lowing items were seized:

e Prescription medications, including
Oxycodone, Lorazepam, Tramadol, and
Trazodone

* Approximately 14,000 contraband cig-
arettes

* Drug trafficking labels

¢ $1,060 in cash

As a result, police arrested and charged
Tena Clarke, 66, of Adjala-Tosorontio
under the Criminal Code of Canada and
the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act.

Charges include:

* Possession of a Schedule 1 substance
for the purpose of trafficking — Other Drugs

e Trafficking a Schedule 1 Substance —
Other Drugs

e Trafficking in contraband tobacco.

The accused is scheduled to appear
before the Ontario Court of Justice on Feb-
ruary 19, 2026.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.
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SEIZED ITEMS - The Nottawasaga OPP seized a large amount of contraband cigarettes and
prescription medication when executing a search warrant on Nov. 26.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

OPP charge New Tecumseth driver with impaired operation after a single-vehicle collision

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Impaired driving continues to be a prob-
lem on local roads as Nottawasaga OPP have
charged another motorist with impaired driv-
ing following a single-vehicle collision in
Alliston.

Shortly before 1:30 a.m., on Tuesday, Nov.
25, Nottawasaga OPP responded to a single-
vehicle collision in the area of Industrial
Parkway, east of Church Street in Alliston.

Officers located the vehicle during general
patrols and observed that it had collided with
a traffic signal in the centre median of the
roadway.

Officers met with the driver and, dur-
ing the interaction, formed grounds that the
driver’s ability to operate a motor vehicle was
impaired by alcohol.

This led to the driver’s arrest.

The driver was transported to a local hospi-
tal with minor injuries.

As a result of the investigation, Arianna

Pastulovic, 19, of New Tecumseth, was
charged with:

e Operation while impaired — blood con-
centration (80 plus)

The accused is scheduled to appear at the
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on Dec.
18,2025, to answer to the charge.

The charge has not been proven in court.

South Simcoe Police investigating theft in Bradford, seeking public assistance to identify suspect

The South Simcoe Police Service is
seeking the public’s assistance with identi-
fying a male suspect wanted in connection
to a theft incident in Bradford West Gwil-
limbury.

On Oct. 28, at approximately 3:30 p.m.,
a male suspect located a wallet on the
ground in the parking lot of retail business
on Holland Street West. The suspect pro-

ceeded to use the credit cards found in the
wallet to purchase merchandise and gift
cards at nearby businesses totalling nearly
$800.

Police are actively investigating this
incident and are looking to identify the
suspect.

The suspectis described as a male, brown
skin tone, approximately 6’-feet tall, with

dark brown hair. At the time of the inci-
dent, he was seen wearing glasses, a grey
suit jacket, sweater and dark collared shirt.
Image of the suspect is attached.

Anyone who recognizes the suspect or
who has further information, is asked to
contact Police Constable Alanna Hill at
alanna.hill@southsimcoepolice.ca.

For anyone wishing to remain anony-

mous, contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS).

You can submit information online at
www.crimestopperssdm.com. Crime Stop-
pers does not subscribe to call display, and
you will remain anonymous. Being anony-
mous, you will not testify in court and your
information may lead to a cash reward of
up to $2,000.

event you'd like to share with us, email )@,

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.

rrh T. NewTecumseth  If you have a story idea or upcoming

newtectimeseditorial @gmail.com
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
. out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the

right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

Phone 90 5 - 8 5 7 - 6626 or 1 - 8 8 8 - 5 5 7 - 6 626 Unfortunately deadlines do oot aliow o8 6 s ds aftr 500 p.m. on Mon-

day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com O I Nt OvER TREPHONE

406 VEHICLES WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED 610 ';'RREI‘_:’VSOOD/
‘rj‘N 'l‘ l‘ !)

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

Think you can sell?

QUALITY FIREWOOD

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial Seasoned Firewood
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives. $425/Bush Cord.

i i ; R : Fresh cut
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate. $350/Bush Cord.

Call 905-729-2303 or
705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood
logs now available

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
* Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across
numerous regions for maximum growth

* Be part of an ever growing team,.deueloping new verticals and SEASONED

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities
FIREWOOD
I WANT YO U R OLD CAR.' EXPECTATIONS: 647-237-5537

* Have a positive attitude

Porsche 356/911/912,  Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment Face Cord $170
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, Call David = Willing to take chances and learn from your peers Bush Cord $500
I'ove old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE: Smaller amounts also available.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 41 6'802-9999 * Sales Driven We deliver.

* Great Personal Skills
* Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

WE PAY CASH for o Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
scrap vehicles - any ’ 601 ARTICLES WANTED * Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
size. We also buy of Microsoft Excel

and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH. 1153 Canal Rd,

Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

construction and farm . a@;ﬂmﬁlﬁe/
equipment. Open 7 ‘ 11T WANTED I ESSTT&?“A”;Q%; yoar
days a week. Cal WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS loed anes
905-859-0817 (Peter) Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball y P
Year Round! Pick-up available! e s a L Seciad wan
416-889-9365. Peter fpecial way...
505 GENERAL HELP WANTED NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!! EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
Zach Shoub

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil- ;‘;gh’gﬁ) jlfligia_ca
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat J/ \k
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions offered are permanent full
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week,
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@ || A beautiful, C.?‘Stog‘ made p?”d?gt- Cd(')ntalilTs
: _ . _ a genuine silver Roman coin o oralan
st o sio e | S ool o
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of
above average cut and clarity. Measures just Grass fed/ﬁnished Angus

over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs freezer beef for sale. Sides
N OW 10 grams. Asking $1,800. d bundl ’
Email mpavilons@rogers.com quarters an undies.

HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp

Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662,
blackcow@sympatico.ca

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to @{M@ﬂ l 0}5 W
" : rl:resstn;zrngssswon;an . roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved /0[
ages staring a =99 per hour, Full Time specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. ) . .
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months Scythian pommel swords (a variation of ﬂ//% 0]?/ @ %WM X
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian
EXPERIENCED and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. .
Bindery Stitcher Operator Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally
Wages starting at $24-528 per hour, cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, I N M E M 0 R I A M S
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months rare collectible. Asking $1,200.

\\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com //
Please recycle this newspaper

$40 + HST

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca




Classifieds

Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

709 IN MEMORIAM
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The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
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Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

DEADLINES

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

DECEMBER 12TH AT 5PM
DESIGNER CLOTHING SHOWCASE

From standout prints to timeless cuts, this sale has style for every eye - and just in time for the holiday
season too! Featuring top brands like Brixton, Ragwear, Penfield, WeSC, Poler, Biion, and more. Treat
yourself or wrap up the perfect gift, one bid at a time!

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Dec 12th.
Preview: Fri Dec 12th, 10am - 4pm, or call for an appointment on another day.
Pickup: Sat Dec 13th, 10am - 4pm. Call or text if you need more information.

Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base: 438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 189 (North of Shelburne).

Features: Wide-ranging selection of men’s & women’s apparel & accessories including Biion Shoes ft
Styles from Disney; DC; Star Wars; Harry Potter and more; Backpacks & Messenger Bags from Penfield
& Poler; Winter Toques; Gloves & Scarves from Brixton & Penfield; Variety of Men’s & Women’s Jackets;
Blazers & Outerwear; Men’s Suits; Dress Shirts & Casual Tops; Women’s Dresses; Rompers & Jumpsuits;

Knit Sweaters & Tees; Swim & Lounge Shorts; Rolling Racks and more.

; _ ll_. o & —
f
§ 4

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Let us treat you like family too! Call: 519-288-2228 | TEXT ONLY: 519-938-1315

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
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w e U i Auctions with experience & consideration
_NJ Egs‘ ' [s] T|o] Please contact us at
N [A[ALRO | P! s|A| 6] Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
BN (S ° | E [ [afi e[l JH mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
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Check Out the

shopping * dining * drinking * events ¢« entertainment

Linda Ann
Boyd

1953 - 1989

36 Years have passed.
A long time gone, but never forgotten.
~ Clarence F. Boyd
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IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST
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804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE
STORAGE
ALL JUNK AVAILABLE:

REMOVAL

BASEMENTS e YARDS
GARAGES ¢ GENERAL CLEAN-UPS
SMALL MOVES  0DD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.

Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

If Drinking Has Become
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

804 SERVICES

S 5

Custom Deck & Fence Design & Build
! Permit, Drawingsand -
_i 3D Renderings Available

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

437-898-3875
vcexecute@gmail.com

STOP WASTING
MONEY THROUGH
YOUR ROOF:!

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

Go with your

Sniff Out a Great Deal

in the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for
the Classifieds
In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything from cars to
canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want,
and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

instincts and

use the Classifieds today!
call 1-888-557-6626
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

ICARPET CLEANING SPECIAL gy

= THREE ROOMS $  Pre-Spotting
(Max. 150 sq ft. * Furniture Moving
] per room) +HSTWITH coupon * Deodorizing

+ Colour Brightening

O
U
P
(o}
N
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

'PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
e RESIDENTIAL
¢ COMMERCIAL — ﬁ:_' = 24 HOUR SERVICE /|
¢ INDUSTRIAL fa . 866-952-0146 {

INSTALLATIONS H

SERVICE e« DELIVERY
CARLING PROPANE INC.

Carlmg Propane Inc

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

; TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 I

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

FENCING HOME IMPROVEMENT

¥ CHAIN LINK FENCE 1L
m.. 4 &5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, >
ALWAYS IN STOCK g

E“GE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE « BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
RESIDENTAL « FARM
COMMERCIAL

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ .

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(705) 250-7711 o (416) 993-0711 s e b 1

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LID.
WQ@WLKW@M
SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA

EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290 - 416-889-0807

T

EMP SOLUTIONS LTD.

©2025 Lennox Industries, Inc.

——————————————————
"‘“'" DomiNioN LENDING

CENTRES

| Another Quahty_]ob

ESSA PAINTING
705-715-7453

.essapainting.com
essapaintingservices@gmail.com

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated

CAROL FREEMAN

MORTGAGE BROKER -
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 : :
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thIS _ad’
211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
works!

www.carolfreeman.ca

/( yaw

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

ADVERTISING LOCALLY

WORKS!

% wommé&w%am

RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring - Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile * Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

705-440 3336

& TREVOR'S

AOOF AEPAIRS

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SERVICE TODAY! ~ —

).JéﬂDEIIS

416-922-1486 ==

info@trevorsroofrepairs.com '
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com ﬂ

Full Roof Replacement + Repairs
Eavestrough - Soffit/Fascia

AWARD

Insulation & More!

(GUARANTEED

ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
* Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
¢ Fully Licensed and Insured

ASK ABOUT
_ ROOF REJUVENATION
> SAVE UP TO
85%
OVER THE COST
- OF ANEW ROOF

Located in King Township since 1994
1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA




With every passing year, however, the
peculiar American import of Black Fri-
day becomes more of a presence in our
lives. Despite one Black Friday years
ago when | went to a local grocery store
to get a sandwich for lunch and left not
with a sandwich but a flatscreen TV —
hey, it was a really good deal! — I've
typically been immune to the Black Fri-
day brouhaha. | have to admit, though,
| almost got reeled in this time around.

Bombarded from all directions, | found
myself adding gifts for loved ones into
my cart, things that weren’t necessar-
ily asked for, but things | thought they
might like. While it is the thought that
does indeed count, was it the actual
thought that they might enjoy it, or a
false sense of urgency that if they might
like it, time was of the essence to get
it at what was promised to be the best

price in years?

In the midst of all this, we’re looking
into some sort of vacation in the New
Year and when | found myself feel-
ing a bit of anxiety that if we didn’t get
plane tickets then and there — to a yet-
to-be-determined location — because
such “deals” likely wouldn’t be in the
offing again, | finally felt it was best for
all to step away from the device, the
online shopping cards, the manufac-
tured sense of urgency, and wait until
it all passed in order to make good pur-
chases with a clear head.

And despite the fact | am writing this
on the morning of Giving Tuesday, a
day designated as a “global generosity
movement” that is a boon for so many
non-profits around the world, includ-
ing innumerable organizations here at
home that have immediate and press-
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Brock’s Banter: Giving Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday...

ing needs at the moment, Eugene Levy
just popped up on my screen trying to
get me to shell out on a new mattress
because these Black Friday deals won’t
last forever.

Let Giving Tuesday have its moment
in the spotlight!

| know that Black Friday, even if it is
an American import, is a prime oppor-
tunity for our homegrown businesses,
which need to take advantage of every
opportunity they can get in this eco-
nomic climate, and groundwork for Giv-
ing Tuesday was probably laid, at least
in part, as a way to atone for some of
the more egregious acts of seasonal
consumerism, the focus between the
two is nowhere near in balance.

By the time you read this on Tuesday,
| can only hope that Giving Tuesday is
not already fading into memory, a casu-

alty of Black Friday and Cyber Monday
deals extending clear to Boxing Day.

The needs that have been highlighted
in the lead-up to Tuesday, December 2,
do not magically vanish on Wednesday,
December 3, despite the generosity of
our community members.

It's not too late today — Thirty-Bucks-
in-the-Hole Thursday? — to look up
a group or organization that speaks
to you, see what their needs are, and
really get the most bank for the afore-
mentioned buck by keeping it in the
community.

These contributions are always
appreciated, no matter what date hap-
pens to be on the calendar.

“Donation December” doesn’t have
quite the same ring to it as “Giving
Tuesday,” but it's the real spirit of the
season that counts.

No insurance traffic stop leads to seizure of methamphetamine, drug possession charges

South Simcoe Police Uniform Patrol arrest
and charge an individual following a traffic
stop that resulted in the seizure of suspected
methamphetamine.

On Nov. 29, at approximately 12:50 a.m.,
during the investigation of a blue Hyundai
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branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Sonata being operated without proper insur-
ance on Holland Street West in Bradford
West Gwillimbury, police observed an open

alcoholic beverage in the centre console of

the vehicle, that subsequently resulted in a
search of the vehicle.

As a result of the search, officers located
and seized a quantity of suspected metham-
phetamine from within the vehicle.

A 3l-year-old male from Barrie was
arrested and charged with:

* Possession of a Schedule I Substance

TREE SERVICES

WILL BEAT

TREE SERVICE
CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING
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Exceptional window
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& eaves cleaning

* Possession for the Purpose Schedule I

* Owner Operate Motor vehicle on a high-
way no insurance

The accused individual is scheduled to
appear in court on January 8, 2026. None of
the charges have been proven in court.
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

StuffedJalapeniosgll”
1013 PIECES 360 05%

petuer glﬂ

Regular D"ce

'12

.Peuberbnﬁ &
Pizza Rolls - Crispy Everything® _

-~
Hot Honey
Cream Cheese Bites]

ICheese Bites
14 PIECES 280 ¢

Jémalcan -Style

Beef Patty Bites |
500 g

! ' Portuguese Style

P Sonnes
450

21:LECE5'\- 2Varietie§
2 Varieties
Lemonicious®
Lemon Squares
850g

d Fettifeci
Alfredo s07¢

Beef Stroganoff so7¢

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code
or go to mmfoodmarket.com

MFOOD MARKET =

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR'

tLowest price of the year is based on the current calendar vear.

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

41b ENTREES 151 ks ¢

BUY 1 o
GET 1 5 O”OFF
Regular pnce $14.99 each
; Mozzarella Sticks

15-21 PIECES
* 454g

<ROU,,

o
&
v

*MULTI BUY x

Bl.ly 3 fOl‘ $999 Regular price $4.99 each

Bistro Chicken® 114 ¢
W, ' Choosefrom:
Ru:otta & Sp[nach

Chicken142g ™S
Choose from: - Kiev

Flatbreads
440g-515g 5 VARIETIES

SINGLE SERVES

275g-340¢g

Homestyle .
Shepherd's Pie"

3 -o.l'w -
Chicken Satay with Peanut'Sauce
20 SKEWERS 500 g

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

:@u

Haddock Tenders £
8-12 PIECES 454 ¢

PARTY PACI(S

21-46 PIECES 430g-740g

Mini-Skewers
20 PIECES 500¢

Over 80% of our products are Made in Canada
with Domestic and Imported Ingredients.

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 TO WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©@2025 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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