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• Life, Disability & Critical Illness Insurance
• Travel Insurance

Call us for answers, it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 221

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS, CEA, EPC, RIS

Financial Advisor & Estate Planner

6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON

Financial Services Including
Estate & Retirement Planning

Providing Peace of mind

Providing Peace of mind

Store Hours:
Tues. to Fri. 10am - 3pm; Sat. to Mon. CLOSED

17 Queen St. S., Tottenham

905-487-8363
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13 Queen St. S,
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RCR Realty, Brokerage.
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Florence Turgeon

416-527-3389
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Free
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Evaluation!

2025
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• Pre-booked Rides
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Simcoe County council approves over $1 billion budget for 2026
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County council approved a $1.042 
billion budget on Nov. 25, 2025.

The budget was designed to maintain 
existing service levels while delivering stra-
tegic, fiscally responsible investments that 
support growth, modernization, and commu-
nity well-being.

Council stated the budget was developed 
in alignment with Council priorities and with 
a clear focus on delivering value in today’s 
challenging financial climate.

The approved budget positions the 
County of Simcoe for long-term resilience 
and success while minimizing impact on 
taxpayers.

´This budget reflects &ounty &ouncil·s 
steadfast commitment to fiscal responsibility 
and prudent stewardship of taxpayer dollars 
while facing rising demand for the County’s 
critical services,” said Simcoe County War-

den Basil Clarke. “By balancing the need to 
invest in critical infrastructure, housing, and 
community supports with careful financial 
management, this responsible approach posi-
tions Simcoe County to grow sustainably 
while protecting the services and supports 
that matter most to our communities.” 

The budget includes key investments 
across 20 vital service areas, including infra-
structure, housing, emergency services, and 
community supports.

Key investments include:
• Major road construction projects (CR4, 

CR 21, CR22), bridge upgrades.
• Continued implementation of the Lake 

Simcoe Regional Airport Strategic Plan, 
including the Runway Extension project.

• Launch of the new 10-Year Strategy with 
funding for rental units, supplements, sec-
ondary suites, and supportive housing.

• Further work on the Simcoe Village 
Campus Redevelopment in Beeton

• Continued rollout of Community Para-
medicine and Models of Care

• Simcoe County Housing Corporation 
developments in Barrie, Collingwood, and 
Wasaga Beach, alongside continued support 
for third-party affordable housing projects.

• Implementation of the Canada-Wide 
Early Learning and Child Care Agreement, 
supporting the creation of 978 new licensed 
childcare spaces through a cost-based fund-
ing model.

The approved budget includes a 3.5 per 
cent increase – 2 per cent for operating and 
capital, and 1.5 per cent for asset manage-
ment – on the County portion of municipal 
property taxes in 2026.

This represents an impact of approxi-
mately $10.86 per $100,000 of assessment 
across the region, based on MPAC’s 2016 
property assessment. 

A total of $237.4 million of the County’s 
$745.1 million operating revenue budget 
comes from Simcoe County residential prop-

erty taxes, and the remaining amount from 
other revenues and funding streams.

The &ounty·s strong financial position is 
reflected in its $$� long�term issuer credit 
rating from S&P Global Ratings – a leading 
provider of independent credit assessments 
and market insights.

2026 budget highlights include:
Total County operating and capital expen-

ditures for 2026: $1.042 billion.
• Long Term Care Homes and Senior Ser-

vices: $126 million
• Paramedic Services: $89 million
• Community Support and Wellbeing: 

$101 million
• Community Housing: $114 million
• Housing and Homelessness: $69 million
• Early Learning and Child Care System 

Management: $151 million
• Transportation and Engineering: $82 mil-

lion
•Solid Waste Management: $83 million

Stevenson Memorial Hospital receives provincial funding for infrastructure
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

An Integrity Commissioner Report regar-
dinStevenson Memorial Hospital in Alliston 
will receive funding from the province for 
Community Infrastructure Renewal as part of 
a broader $257 million investment to support 
critical infrastructure upgrades and repairs 
at 126 hospitals and 66 community health-
based facilities across Ontario.

The announcement was made by Simcoe-
Grey MPP Brian Saunderson on Wednesday, 
Nov. 26.

The funds to upgrade Stevenson total 
$434,721.

Funding is being delivered through the 

Health Infrastructure Renewal Fund and the 
Community Infrastructure Renewal Fund.

“Stevenson Memorial Hospital is a corner-
stone of health care in our region,” said MPP 
Brian Saunderson. “This investment will help 
the hospital continue to deliver high-quality 
care while preparing for its next stage of 
growth. Our government remains committed 
to strengthening health care in Simcoe-Grey 
and supporting the dedicated people who 
provide compassionate care close to home.”

The HIRF and CIRF programs enable 
health-care system partners to address 
their urgent infrastructure needs, includ-
ing upgrading or replacing roofs, windows, 
security systems, fire alarms and emergency 
generators.

This year, the Ontario government 
increased funding for these programs by 12.3 
per cent.

“Our government is continuing to make 
historic investments to protect Ontario’s 
health-care system, ensuring that more peo-
ple in Simcoe-Grey can connect to the care 
they need, where and when they need it,” said 
Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Health. “Supporting infrastructure upgrades 
at Stevenson Memorial Hospital is another 
way our government is ensuring people can 
receive high-quality care, closer to home.”

Over the next 10 years, the province is 

investing nearly $60 billion in major health 
infrastructure. This is part of the Ontario gov-
ernment’s plan to get shovels in the ground on 
more than 50 major hospital projects across 
the province, which will deliver approxi-
mately 3,000 new hospital beds and build a 
connected, people�first health�care system.

“We are very grateful for MPP Saunder-
son and the Government of Ontario’s ongo-
ing support of Stevenson Memorial Hospital. 
Infrastructure funding is so important as it 
helps us maintain our current facility while 
preliminary construction is underway in 
preparation for our new facility build.”

F I L E  PHOTO
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EVERYONE is Eligible for the Canadian Dental Care Plan!
Call the CDCP at 1-833-537-4342 TODAY to sign up!
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New Patients 
are always 
welcome. 

Book today!
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905-729-7272
Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates

29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON  L0G 1A0
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Y ears ago,  the Church of  J esus Christ 
of  L atter- d ay S aints,  also known as the 
M ormons,  ran a series of  public serv ice-
type commercials on network telev ision.

T hey weren’ t proselytiz ing or ev en 
introd ucing their religion;  they were j ust 
promoting good  messages.

O ne of  those commercials really stuck 
with me ov er the years.

T here was a man stand ing in f ront of  
a mirror wearing an und ershirt,  his f ace 
cov ered  in shav ing cream.

H e had  a couple strokes of  the raz or 
bef ore he heard  a f amiliar sound  and  
looked  out the wind ow.

T he garbage truck passed  by his 
house without stopping.

T he man’ s son had  f orgotten to d o one 
of  his chores and  d id n’ t put the garbage 
out f or pick- up.

I n the nex t scene,  the man,  his f ace 
still cov ered  in lather,  and  the son are 
seen running d own the street with sev -
eral garbage bags in an attempt to catch 
the garbage truck.

W hen the garbage truck makes its 
nex t stop,  the two throw their garbage 
bags into the truck and  giv e a wav e to 
the d riv ers.

T hey return to the house and  stop on 
the porch.

T he f ather looks at the son.

I n many cases,  you would  ex pect to 
hear the f ather ad monish the son f or his 
irresponsible behav iour and  f orgetting to 
d o a simple but necessary chore.

I nstead ,  the f ather laughs at the 
thought of  the rid iculous sight of  them 
running af ter the garbage truck.

H e put his arm around  the son’ s shoul-
d er,  and  they entered  the house.

T he message:  D on’ t sweat the small 
stuf f .

I ’ v e always thought that was a short,  
yet powerf ul v ignette of  the right way to 
go through lif e.

W hy make a big d eal out of  nothing?
J ust ov er a month ago,  we celebrated  

the T hanksgiv ing holid ay. T he id ea 
behind  this special time of  year is to giv e 
thanks f or what you hav e.

O riginally,  it meant giv ing thanks f or 
a good  harv est that would  sustain your 
f amily ov er the nex t year.

S ince most of  us aren’ t really inv olv ed  
in a harv est anymore,  it has become a 
time to refl ect on all the good things you 
hav e in your lif e.

Y ou can be thankf ul you’ re aliv e,  hav e 
a d ecent j ob,  your f amily is happy and  
healthy,  and  maybe because you hav e a 
F ord  M ustang conv ertible parked  in your 
garage as a summer toy car.

Y ou should  be thankf ul you liv e in a 

country where you hav e a d emocratic 
v oice and  the power to change a gov -
ernment if  you d on’ t like its policies. Y ou 
should  be thankf ul you liv e in a country 
that is fi nancially successful.

O v er the past d ecad e,  there has been 
a lot of  ‘ woke’  inf ormation about all the 
wrongs this country has d one in the past.

T he truth is,  this country was built 
where nothing ex isted  bef ore.

T hat brid ge you d riv e ov er ev ery d ay,  
and  the streets and  road s you take to get 
to work,  were built. S o were the hyd ro-
electric d ams that supply your electricity,  
the water purifi cation plants that provide 
you with water,  the arena where you play 
hockey,  the home and  subd iv ision you 
liv e in,  and  the park in your neighbour-
hood . T hey were all built by hard work-
ing people ov er the course of  ov er 3 0 0  
years.

:e should all appreciate these fi rst�
world  amenities,  and  those who come 
here and  try to d isrupt that should  prob-
ably j ust leav e.

W e are now head ing into the Christ-
mas season –  the season of  lov e,  peace,  
and  good will toward  men –  although it 
has mainly become the season of  crass 
commercialism.

T he d ay af ter Christmas D ay was tra-
d itionally called  B ox ing D ay f or some 

reason.
I t has now become 

synonymous with 
shopping and  getting 
a good  d eal. I  guess it 
works,  or they would n’ t d o it.

I  recently bought a new smart T V . M y 
old one just fi ]]led out and died one eve�
ning.  S ince T V  repair went the way of  
the d inosaurs,  buying a new one is really 
the only option.

W hen I  went into the big box  store we 
all shop at,  but no one ev er ad mits to 
buying at,  I  noticed  all the T V s on d isplay 
were huge.

A f ter looking around ,  I  came upon a 
skid  f ull of  5 5 - inch T V s. I t was a good  
brand  with lots of  f eatures and  priced  
well below what I  ex pected  to pay.

I  asked  the salesperson a lot of  q ues-
tions about the product, and fi nally asNed 
‘ W hy is it priced  so low? ”

S he replied  that it was part of  the 
‘ B lack F rid ay’  sale,  and  it was on f or half  
price. B lack F rid ay?  T hat isn’ t ev en a 
Canad ian thing,  and  it was only T hurs-
d ay.

I  now hav e a v ery large T V  in a v ery 
small room,  but I ’ m happy with it.

E nj oy the coming season,  hav e f un,  
and  d on’ t sweat the small stuf f  –  lif e is 
too short. 

Don’t sweat the small stu� BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

D o you remember when you were 
fi rst bitten by the spirit of giving"

S ome of  us are f ortunate to hav e had  
child hood s where compiling our gif t 
lists around  the holid ay season was 
almost as f un as receiv ing gif ts. T he 
possibilities seemed  end less!

I  was lucky enough to hav e a mother 
who was –  and  is –  a gif t- giv ing enthu-
siast,  while my f ather was,  d uring my 
child hood  at least,  a bit of  a tougher 
sell.

A t that age,  taking me out to get gif ts 
f or the parentals was,  of  course,  the 
prov ince of  the parent who was not on 
the receiv ing end  of  the gif t in q uestion 
and ,  as they held  the purse strings,  my 
selections were sometimes limited  by a 
number of  v ariables outsid e of  my con-
trol,  includ ing whether or not they hap-
pened  to be getting along at the time!

I  was probably about eight years old  
when I  realiz ed  that gif t- giv ing could  
truly be as creativ e as compiling a wish 
list. O ne of  my eld er cousins at the 
time had their fi rst paycheTue burning 

a hole in their pocket,  and  they d ecid ed  
they would  giv e their own gif ts to the 
f amily.

I t’ s still a mystery to me why they 
thought D on Cherry’ s latest –  and  
apparently greatest –  installment in 
his R ock’ em S ock’ em H ockey V H S  
series was the right gif t f or me,  but I  
was glad  they allowed  me to ex change 
it f or something that was a bit more my 
speed :  T he B ubba G ump S hrimp Co. 
Cookbook.

I n my d ef ence,  it was 1 9 9 4  and  “ F or-
rest G ump”  was all the rage at the time,  
and  it has a pretty rock’ em,  sock’ em 
recipe f or shrimp linguine I  still rev isit 
f rom time to time –  and  my cousin 
learned  the v alue of  a gif t receipt. A  
win- win all around !

A  f ew years later,  I  had  sav ed  a f ew 
bucks,  withd rew the $ 5 0  in my bank 
account that had  been accumulating 
cents of  interest since pure,  unad ulter-
ated nepotism landed me my fi rst gig in 
my all- too- brief  career as a child  mod el 
for drinNing water purifi cation systems, 

and  set out f or a G T A  mall with a list of  
whom I  had  to buy f or.

A s luck would  hav e it,  the mall I  
land ed  on had  a groov y little store that 
had  about two d oz en stores within,  
f eaturing work f rom scores of  artisans,  
prod ucers,  and  more. S omething f or 
ev eryone,  all und er one roof !

$s a fi rst�time giver, , hit the jacNpot.
F or my mom,  always an enthusi-

ast f or antiq ue pine f urniture,  I  f ound  
a beautif ul hand - mad e wood en bowl 
that is still in use;  my d ad  and  grand -
f ather,  men with nautical inclinations,  
were on the receiv ing end  of  etched  
glass plaq ues f eaturing a v ariety of  
watercraf t;  my brother,  who had  a cat 
at the time,  a q uirky d esk organiz er 
in the shape of  a f eline. T he others?  I  
can’ t remember,  but I ’ m sure what they 
receiv ed  was as thoughtf ully chosen 
as possible without hav ing to go to a 
second  store!

N eed less to say,  the ex perience 
d id n’ t turn me into a d yed - in- the- f ur 
mall rat,  but the pure j oy in the act of  

giv ing has remained  
a constant –  some-
times in spite of  
another set of  v ari-
ables thrown our 
way.

I ’ m not sure about the rest of  you,  but 
I ’ v e f ound  the v ery concept of  buying 
a bit more intense this holid ay season 
–  and ,  alas,  we’ re j ust getting started .

P erhaps it’ s because so many of  us 
are f eeling more of  a pinch this year as 
the world  continues to f ace economic 
challenges, but the commodifi cation of 
the holid ay season has f elt a bit more 
in- your- f ace this time around ,  particu-
larly in the lead - up to and  af termath of  
B lack F rid ay and  Cyber M ond ay.

N ow,  I ’ m all f or getting a d eal,  but,  to 
my mind, we were doing just fi ne when 
our deal�fi nding dates were more or 
less fi rmly set for the 0onday after our 
Canad ian T hanksgiv ing and  on B ox ing 
D ay.

Giving Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday… BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

Continued  on P age 1 9
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Spiritual leaders
7. A type of solution

13. Fortified wine
14. Edible mollusk

 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
19. Government lawyer
20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 
(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
25. __ ex Machina
26. Makes happy

 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
30. Popular Dodge 

truck model
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring 

solid
34. Company officer
36. Villains
38. Cricket frogs
40. Influential German 

psychologist

41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 
in one
45. Cigarette (slang)
47. Fiber optics 

network
48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
55. Sound
56. MLB legend Hank

 58. Very attractive 
person
59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
60. South Dakota
61. Mocking
64. Symbol for gold
65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
67. Humor
69. Shawl
70. Preliminary patient 

assessment
CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
2. Commercial
3. Necklace material
4. Containers
5. A way to save for 

your future
6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
7. Dipped down
8. Head injury (abbr.)
9. Lay about

10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
12. Caused to be loved
13. Spiritual leader of 

Islam
15. Businesslike
18. Not in
21. Number above the 

line in a fraction
 24. An animal with its 
own day
26. Pouch
27. Swedish krona
30. Start over

 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to 
interact with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk 
Empire” actress 
Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 
property
 47. Supporter of the 
Pope
49. Anxiety

 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central 
Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
63. Automobile

 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 
honcho

Puzzle No. 25C210 • Solution in &lassifieds

I srael’ s prime minister,  B inyamin ‘ B ibi’  N etanyahu,  
has j ust asked  the country’ s presid ent,  I saac H erz og,  
to “ f ully pard on”  him of  all three charges –  bribery,  
f raud  and  breach of  trust –  that he has been on trial 
f or since 2 0 2 0 . A nd  the q uestion is:  why d id  he only 
ask f or it now?

T he alleged  crimes were the kind  of  petty malpractice 
that of ten trips up politicians:  accepting gif ts ( mostly 
cigars and  champagne)  f rom powerf ul businessmen 
and  bribing med ia f or positiv e cov erage. H owev er,  a 
f ormer I sraeli prime minister,  E hud  O lmert,  serv ed  1 8  
months in j ail af ter conv iction on similar charges,  so 
N etanyahu d oes hav e a potential problem.

+e has dealt with the charges for the past fi ve years 
by d elaying tactics in court and  latterly by req uesting 
end less postponements on the ground s that he was 
too busy fi ghting a war in the *a]a Strip. %ut there 
is currently a cease�fi re in *a]a, which some people 
hope can be turned  into a peace d eal and  reconstruc-

tion of  the d ev astated  homes of  its 2 .3  million people.
The cease�fi re intensifi es %ibi¶s legal problem, 

howev er,  since he can no longer plausibly d emand  
postponements in the trial proceed ings because there 
is a war on. M oreov er,  there must be an election f or 
the nex t K nesset ( parliament)  by nex t O ctober,  and  
accord ing to current opinion polls N etanyahu’ s coali-
tion is unlikely to win.

B ut why are I sraeli v oters so ungratef ul?  D id n’ t 
B ibi win the war,  crush the P alestinians and  get all 
the hostages back?  W ell,  yes,  but he was also the 
man in charge on 7  O ctober the year bef ore last when 
+amas fi ghters tooN ,srael by surprise and murdered 
more than 1 , 2 0 0  I sraelis in their own homes. A  great 
many people hav e not f orgiv en him f or that.

I n I srael maj or gov ernment f ailures like this usually 
end  up bef ore an ind epend ent state commission of  
inq uiry led  by a retired  j ud ge. T hat would  be political 
d eath f or N etanyahu:  his mistaken belief  that he had  

tamed  H amas by letting large 
sums of  money reach it f rom 
A rab sources was why I srael was 
so unprepared  f or the O ctober 
attack.

B ibi has neutered  that threat f or 
the time being by putting himself  
in charge of  the inq uiry,  but he 
could  not hope to keep that posi-
tion if  there is a d if f erent gov ern-
ment in I srael af ter the elections. 
I nd eed ,  his whole agend a f or 
creating a Palestinian�free *a]a, 
build ing on D onald  T rump’ s proj -
ect f or a ‘ M id d le E astern R iv iera’ ,  
would  go out the wind ow if  he 
loses power.

N etanyahu seemed  v ery close 
to his goal in September, but 
T rump himself  then f orced  B ibi to 
accept the cease�fi re, implicitly 
aband oning his ‘ R iv iera’  proj ect 
in the process. ( W hy d id  T rump 
d o that?  M aybe he was swayed  
by pity f or the P alestinians,  or 
perhaps he j ust realised  that the 
Saudi $rabians were getting very 
unhappy about it.)

A t any rate,  the best solution f or 
all N etanyahu’ s problems,  legal,  
strategic and  political,  would  be a 
resumption of the war in *a]a. +e 
could  go back to stalling court hearings on his corrup-
tion charges,  he could  get started  on pushing P ales-
tinians out of *a]a, perhaps he could even win the 
elections nex t year if  the ex pulsions went well enough.

T he only big obstacle to all that is D onald  T rump,  
who now sees the cease�fi re in *a]a as one of his 
maj or achiev ements. I t’ s going nowhere politically,  
and  ev en in terms of  stopping the killing it’ s not v ery 
ef f ectiv e:  in N ov ember I sraeli f orces killed  at least 
�00 Palestinians in *a]a, most of them civilians. %ut 
T rump is q uite protectiv e about it,  so B ibi must wait.

+e can¶t do that indefi nitely, but he can probably 
d o it f or long enough. H e is both patient and  persis-
tent whereas T rump is neither. N etanyahu will j ump 
through as many hoops as necessary, fl y to :ashing�
ton to kiss the ring whenev er it’ s req uired ,  and  sooner 
or later T rump will go chasing of f  af ter some other 
shiny obj ect.

,t should be easy to restart the war in *a]a once 
Trump is suffi ciently distracted. +amas fi ghters Nnow 
that they will lose as badly in any future fi ghting as 
they d id  in the last round ,  but most of  them will prob-
ably choose to d ie on their f eet rather than liv e on their 
knees. 

I sraeli reserv ists might be a bit hard er to motiv ate f or 
yet another round  of  the war,  but the habit of  d uty plus 
the promise of  a mass ex pulsion of  P alestinians at 
least from *a]a would 
probably be enough to 
get most of  them back 
out one more time.

I ’ m not saying that all 
of  this is bound  to hap-
pen. 

I ’ m j ust saying that 
these are probably 
B inyamin N etanya-
hu’ s calculations at 
this moment in time 
–  and  that they are 
entirely rational and  
realistic,  if  perhaps a 
bit ruthless.

Strategy to stay out of jail GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

• Specializing in Farms 
• All Styles of Fencing  
• Installed & Repaired

705-435-2770
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

McGUIRE
FENCING
LIMITED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN PROOFED

WITHIN AN HOUR OF
RECEIPT,

THANK YOU
Proofed and
approved by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Date: Aug 30/04     

Date of insertion 

Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29/04

Sales Rep.: Annette

BRTT � KTS � IS �
CC � OC �     SFP � GVS �

Set by: JRC

McGuire Fencing

1x30

705-435-2770
www.mcguirefencing.com
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

• All Styles of Fencing
• Installed & Repaired
• We Also Paint Fences
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ALLISTON ON THE BOYNE
THE LEGACY OF A MILL TOWN

Carolyn Knowles

Ideal Christmas present!

This hard cover book with 330 pages including 270 images of 
the past chronicles the history of Alliston from 1847 to 1991. 
Alliston was originally established as a mill site and slowly grew 
into a flourishing municipality throughout the 1900s. In 1991, 
Alliston was amalgamated into the newly established Town of 
New Tecumseth.

$70.00

Available for purchase: Museum on The Boyne, Gibson Centre,
and Next Chapter bookstore.

For more information, visit: allistonhistorybook.ca

COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: The price of convenience is too expensive for the environment

We pay more, think less, and live on auto-
play.

Convenience has become a way of life. 
From pre-cut vegetables to next-day deliv-
ery, society is creating a culture that priori-
tizes instant gratification and convenience 
over long-term sustainability. 

While our convenient lifestyle offers us 
ease, it’s also created a disposable culture. 
Convenience damages the environment 
with products like single-use plastics and 
fast fashion. It creates a sedentary lifestyle, 
which, in turn, leads to health issues. Higher 
prices through delivery fees and impulse 
buying create financial burdens.

Plastic waste: Single-use plastics in food 
packaging, disposable water bottles, and cof-
fee cups overwhelm our waste management 
systems. 3lastic never dies, and a signifi-
cant amount ends up in oceans and landfills, 
where it pollutes the ecosystems and harms 
wildlife. The production and disposal of con-
venience items contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions. Microplastics are everywhere. 
We eat, drink, and breathe plastic every day. 
The embedded toxic chemicals create sig-
nificant risks to our health.

E-Commerce: We are often on auto-play 
with Amazon orders and Uber Eats. The rise 
of e-commerce and next-day delivery servic-
es increases fuel consumption, traffic con-
gestion, and carbon emissions. The packing 
only adds more to our already over-capacity 
landfills.

Convenience foods: Ready-to-eat and 
ultra-processed foods often contain un-
healthy levels of sugar, saturated fat, and 
sodium, risking increased rates of obesity, 
diabetes, depression, and anxiety. Individu-
ally wrapped snacks, single-serving coffee 
pods, and pre-cut fruits and vegetables are 
examples of convenience-driven packaging 
that generate mountains of waste.

Sedentary lifestyles: Convenience tech-

nology reduces our levels of physical exer-
cise, from driving short distances to having 
groceries delivered. This sedentary behavior 
is a major contributor to lifestyle diseases. 

Life skills: Our reliance on convenience 
limits our resourcefulness, creativity, and 
self-reliance. Skills like cooking family 
meals and making simple repairs to clothing 
and household items are vanishing.

Impatience and instant gratification:
Convenience gives us what we want quickly, 
but it erodes our ability to wait and be pa-
tient.

Simple ways to reduce our reliance on 
convenience.

• Plan and prepare meals at home, cooking 
nutritious food, and saving money.

• Take your lunch to work, choosing 
healthier options and avoiding plastic pack-
aging.

• Keep your reusable coffee cup handy.
• Stop scrolling and shop locally to sup-

port sustainable businesses.
• Buy better quality clothing and use it for 

longer.
• Buy in bulk, avoid individually wrapped 

items, and choose products with minimal/re-

cyclable packaging.
While convenience offers us immediate 

benefits, let·s recognise the long�term con-
sequences of our choices and the impact on 
our environment. We have power. We have 
the power to make a difference - by re-eval-
uating our buying habits, opting for reusable 
alternatives, supporting sustainable busi-
nesses, and advocating for change. We have 
the power and an obligation to be environ-
mentally responsible.

We need to slow down and consider what 
truly adds value to our lives rather than what 
makes it easier and convenient for us. By 
prioritizing the health of our planet over con-
venience, we can work towards living more 
sustainably and create a more resilient envi-
ronment for future generations.

We can start simply. We can slow down. 
We can try something less convenient today.

This Community Voice submission was 
provided by Louise Montague, who is a 
member of Greys for Green in New Tecums-
eth. She is interested in helping others learn 
how to make sustainable living the norm. 
Contact Greys for Green at contactus@
greysforgreen.org.

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In collaboration with the Simcoe Muskoka 
District Health Unit, Stevenson Memorial 
Hospital is announcing that the influenza 

outbreak on the hospital’s Medical Surgical 
Unit has been declared over.

The announcement was made on Friday, 
Nov. 28.

Visitation is open for patients on the unit.
The hospital previously declared a flu 

outbreak in the medical/surgical unit. Close 
contacts had been notified, and enhanced 
cleaning was carried out, with additional 
infection prevention and control measures 
in place.

The hospital is asking the public to refrain 

from visiting if you are unwell or have any 
respiratory symptoms.

If you go to the emergency department for 
care, wear a hospital-provided mask upon 
arrival if you are experiencing respiratory 
symptoms.

Stevenson Memorial Hospital announces end to in�uenza outbreak in Medical Surgical Unit
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MIX or 
MATCH

FRESH 
RASPBERRIES

USA OR MEXICO
I99

ea

170g

ONTARIO 
GRAPE OR 

KUMATO 
TOMATOES

VINCE’S OWN 
FAMILY SIZE 

CAESAR SALAD
HOLIDAY

GLITZ BOWL

BRANDT 
BLACK FOREST 

OR HONEY 
MAPLE HAM

I99
/100g

VINCE’S OWN 
DOUBLE 

CREAM BRIE
DELI CUT

399
/100g

VINCE’S OWN 
PUMPKIN PIE

FAMILY FAVOURITE!
799

ea

8”

CHARLOTTE’S 
CAKES

ASSTD VARIETIES

COUNTRY 
HARVEST 

BREAD OR 
BAGELS

399
ea

600g, 6pk

FEVER TREE 
MIXERS

ASSORTED VAR
699

ea

4x200ml

ARMSTRONG 
CHEESE BARS

ASSORTED VAR

JANES 
PUB STYLE 

CHICKEN
ASSORTED VAR

999
ea

700g

SAPUTO 
MOZZARELLA 

BALL
REGULAR OR LIGHT

599
ea

save $2.00

LEAN GROUND 
BEEF

in effect Dec 4-17, 2025    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

799
ea

400g

999
ea

500g

340g

799
/lb

17.61/kg

I999
ea

11” bowl

RICH & CREAMY
PAIRS WITH VINCE’S 

OWN JELLIES

799
ea

save $3.00

2
for4

1 pint, 454g

OCEAN CHARM 
FROZEN 

HADDOCK
599

ea

340g

SLICED OR 
PACKAGED

6-inch
MADE FRESH IN STORE

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

Herbert’s Boots pledges $50,000 to support local hospital’s campaign
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Herbert’s Boots in Alliston has announced 
a pledge to donate $50,000 to the Stevenson 
Memorial Hospital Foundation’s Because of 
You Campaign to help fund the renovation 
and expansion of Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital.

6ince opening its fi rst location in $lliston 
in 1958, Herbert’s Boots has worked to offer 
high-quality footwear and apparel, excellent 
customer service, and fair prices. The fam-
ily-owned retailer has been an active mem-
ber of the community, and this year decided 
to focus their contributions on supporting the 
vital work of Stevenson Memorial Hospital 
and its ongoing efforts to improve healthcare 
infrastructure and services.

“We think it’s important to support our 
local hospital, and we’re happy to see Ste-
venson Memorial expanding to meet the 
needs of our growing community,” said 

Dieter Elsner, owner of Herbert’s Boots. 
“It is a service that we all use and need, and 
we’re grateful to be in a position to contrib-
ute where we can.”

The $50,000 donation supports Stevenson 
Memorial Hospital Foundation’s ambitious 
Because of You Campaign, which aims to 
raise $80 million to enhance healthcare ser-
vices in our community.

Frank Cerisano, CEO of Stevenson Memo-
rial Hospital Foundation, expressed his grati-
tude for Herbert’s Boots’ generous support.

“We are incredibly thankful to Herbert’s 
Boots for their pledge,” he said. “Contri-
butions like theirs are vital in helping us 
reach our campaign goal. This exemplifi es 
how local businesses play a pivotal role in 
advancing community health and supporting 
our hospital. Herbert’s Boots joins a growing 
group of community supporters dedicated 
to ensuring Stevenson Memorial Hospital 
remains a trusted healthcare resource for 
years to come.”

Building Up Simcoe County: Community blueprint for a� ordable housing, homelessness
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

An Integrity Commissioner Report 
regardiSimcoe County council has approved 
and released its new 10-year affordable 
housing and homelessness prevention strat-
egy, titled “Building Up Simcoe County – 
Our Community Blueprint for Affordable 
Housing and Homelessness Prevention.”

This aggressive strategy builds on the 
County’s previous strategy, which con-
cluded in 2024, that created approximately 
3,700 new affordable housing units.

“With this strategy, we’re committed to 

serving 20,996 households between 2025 
and 2035 – including 5,081 through new 
housing units and subsidies, and 15,915 by 
addressing affordability gaps,” said Sim-
coe County Warden Basil Clarke. “This is 
an aggressive target, but it is one that we 
know that we can achieve through sustained 
investments from all levels of government 
and partnerships throughout our communi-
ties with municipalities, non�profi ts, and the 
private sector.”

Warden Clarke noted that by partner-
ing with communities, residents of Simcoe 
County will continue to thrive, become 
stronger, and create places that people are 

proud to call home.
The new strategy focuses on three practi-

cal pillars: supply, people, and service sys-
tem management.

This is a balanced approach that moves 
from targeting units created into housing 
targets.

It sets a ‘households housed’ target that 
combines results from both capital projects 
and operating programs.

It also includes a broader households 
served target, which includes households 
housed plus households supported through 
diversion and prevention initiatives.

This shift provides a more accurate mea-

sure of the County’s impact, and shows not 
only how many new homes are created or 
accessed, but also how many residents are 
able to remain stably housed.

The strategy’s three pillars include:
•  Increasing supply through new builds, 

modular bridge housing, secondary suites, 
and conversions.

•  Keeping people housed with prevention, 
rent supports, and repairs.

•  Managing the system with coordinated 
data, stronger partnerships, and transparent 
reporting.

To view the full strategy and to understand 
this new approach, visit simcoe.ca/ourahhps.

CA M PA I G N  PL E D G E  
–  H erbert’ s B oots in 
A lliston has pled ged  
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  toward  the 
S tev enson M emorial 
H ospital F ound ation’ s 
B ecause of  Y ou cam-
paign. F rom lef t,  F rank 
Cerisano,  S tev enson 
M emorial H ospital 
F ound ation Chief  E x -
ecutive 2ffi cer� Cathy 
(lsner� 'ieter (lsner 
of +erberts� and Ted 
V and ev is,  S tev enson 
M emorial H ospital 
F ound ation B oard  
Chair,  gather at the 
V ictoria S treet store 
f or the cheq ue presen-
tation.               
CON TR I B U TE D  PHOTO
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Arts
Local Events&

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

CHR I STM A S SPI R I T –  The Tottenham Santa Claus Parade featured fl oats and 
marchers from a variety of community groups, nonprofi ts and businesses when it 
came to town on Nov. 29. Large crowds lined the streets of downtown Tottenham to 
enjoy the parade, which returned for the fi rst time since 2019.        

B R I A N  L OCKHA R T PHOTOS
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Wheels of Hope needs local drivers to assist cancer patients
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

When a person is diagnosed with cancer, it 
is a life-changing event that can present many 
challenges.

One of those challenges is simply getting to 
medical centres for treatment.

Some people do not drive or don’t have a 
friend or relative to help them. Sometimes, 
there is just no one available to help due to 
other obligations.

Some cancer patients may not be able to 
operate a vehicle after some of their treat-
ment. Since some patients may have to go for 
radiation treatment for up to six weeks, the 
constant travel can be difficult.

Wheels of Hope is a program offered by 
the Canadian Cancer Society that pairs vol-

unteer drivers with people with cancer who 
need help getting to and from their treatment 
appointments.

The program operates in Ontario and sev-
eral other provinces and is currently being 
expanded to include the East Coast.

Locally, there is a shortage of drivers in 
New Tecumseth and the surrounding area. 
Currently, the local program has only one 
driver, even though the volume of patients 
requires several more volunteers to ensure 
everyone who needs a ride has one.

Wheels of Hope is looking for at least five 
more volunteers to step up and be a part of 
the program. Volunteers are not required to be 
dedicated to a strict schedule.

The program is very flexible, so volunteers 
can choose the days they would like to drive 
as well as have a choice in the destinations 

they will drive to. 
With the flexible schedule, Wheels of Hope 

is looking for drivers who can commit long-
term, for at least six months, since they don’t 
have to adhere to a rigid schedule and can 
drive whenever they choose. Volunteers are 
reimbursed for both mileage and parking fees 
incurred.  

The program operates Monday to Friday 
during daytime hours.

This is a valuable program that helps many 
people. Clients report back to Wheels of 
Hope that they don’t know what they would 
have done without the program’s assistance.

Volunteer drivers say that this work feels 
rewarding, and they get back more than they 
give from the feeling of doing something 
good and helping others. They feel they are 
making a difference in someone’s life and 

helping someone in their own community.
Volunteer drivers enjoy meeting people 

from all walks of life during their drives.
If you are considering becoming a volun-

teer driver, your driver’s license should have 
3 or fewer demerits, and you should have 
operated a 100 per cent smoke-free vehicle.

Volunteers will also be required to undergo 
a criminal background check and provide ref-
erences.

Wheels of Hope needs drivers from New 
Tecumseth and the surrounding area, includ-
ing Everett. Volunteers will be asked to drive 
to Barrie and Toronto. 

You can become a Wheels of Hope volun-
teer driver by visiting volunteercancer.ca and 
clicking on Wheels of Hope.

For more information, you can email vol-
unteer@cancer.ca or call 1-888-939-3333. 

Track Your Plow app allows residents to stay informed on winter maintenance
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Now that the colder weather is here, you 
can expect town crews to be out plowing the 
streets during and after a snowfall.

If you would like to know which streets 
have been plowed and which are currently 
being maintained, you can now go online to 
see where the plows are and which streets 
have been cleared.

The ‘Track Your Plow’ web application 
provides New Tecumseth residents with 
information during a winter event.

The map will show an image of a plow at 
the location where it is actively deployed, 
plowing or spreading sand or salt.

The map also shows a colour-coded display 
indicating maintenance. A Green trail means 
a street has been cleared within the last eight 

hours. Yellow means a street has been cleared 
within the last 8-16 hours. An Orange trail 
means a street has been cleared within 16-24 
hours.

The ‘Track Your Plow’ service is available 
24/7 and automatically updates to provide 
residents with the latest information.

A search address feature is also available. 
You can enter a specific address, and the map 
will zoom to that specific location.

Roads are plowed based on priority.
Major roads are plowed first so emergency 

vehicles can pass safely. Secondary roads are 
plowed afterward.

Primary roads are roads with the high-
est speeds and the greatest traffic volume. 
Secondary roads usually connect residential 
roads to primary roads.

The Track Your Plow web application is 
available on the town website. STOCK PHOTO



Smoke alarms save lives – check your batteries regularly
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With the recent time change and turning your 
clocks back an hour, it is also recommended 
that you use the change as a reminder to check 
the batteries in your home smoke alarms.

By law, every home in Ontario must have 
a working smoke alarm on every storey and 
outside all sleeping areas.

Most fatal fires occur at night when people 
are asleep. Often, victims are overcome by 
smoke and never wake up.

Working smoke alarms give you the pre-
cious time you need to escape a fire.

It is the homeowner’s responsibility to install 
and maintain smoke alarms on every storey of 
their home and outside sleeping areas.

It is a landlord’s responsibility to ensure 
their rental properties comply with the law and 
ensure their buildings are safe.

If you are a tenant of a rental property and do 
not have the required number of smoke alarms, 
contact your landlord immediately. It is against 
the law for tenants to remove the batteries or 
tamper with the alarm in any way.

Smoke alarms come in different models 
with varying features and applications, so 

choosing the right one can be confusing. You 
should familiarize yourself with the different 
alarms to make an educated decision.

Smoke alarms can be powered by hard-
wired electricity or by batteries. If you are 
installing an electrically powered alarm, it is 
recommended that it have a battery-powered 
backup alarm in case of a power failure.

Most smoke alarms employ either ionization 
or photoelectric technology. Ionization alarms 
may respond slightly faster to flaming�type 
fires.

Photoelectric alarms may be quicker at 
detecting slow, smouldering fires. &onsider 
having both types of alarms in your home. 

Smoke alarms with a pause button are highly 
recommended. The pause feature permits the 
alarm to be temporarily silenced without dis-
connecting the power source.

Smoke alarms must be installed on each 
storey of the home and outside sleeping areas.

Because smoke rises, smoke alarms should 
be installed on the ceiling. If this is not pos-
sible, install the alarm high on the wall and fol-
low the manufacturer’s instructions.

Avoid placing smoke alarms too close to 
bathrooms, windows, ceiling fans, and heating 
and cooking appliances.

You should test your smoke alarm monthly 
by pressing the test button on the alarm. When 
the test button is pressed, the alarm should 
sound.

If the alarm fails to sound, make sure the 
battery is installed correctly, or install a new 
one.

If the alarm still fails to sound, replace it 
with a new one.

Install a new battery at least once a year or 
as recommended by the manufacturer. Install a 
new battery if the low-battery warning sounds 
or if the alarm fails to sound when tested.

All smoke alarms wear out. Replace them 
every 10 years.

6moke alarms are your first defence and 
warning when a fire has happened or is about 
to happen.

SA V E  Y OU R  L I F E  –  SmoNe alarms are your number one defence against being alerted to a fire 
in your home. Check your batteries regularly to make sure your alarms are working properly.              
                         F I L E  PHOTO

Local health unit says cervical cancer can be eliminated with the bulletproof HPV vaccine 
Health unit says cervical cancer can be 

eliminated with the bulletproof HPV vac-
cine

$ new report from the &anadian &ancer 

6tatistics $dvisory &ommittee shows that 
cancer mortality rates are going down.

However, cervical cancer rates have 
stopped declining in &anada. More than �� 

per cent of all cervical cancers are caused by 
the human papillomavirus (HPV). 

A safe and effective HPV vaccine has 
been available through Ontario’s School 
Immunization Program since 2007. 

“This vaccine not only prevents cervical 
cancer but protects against several other 
cancers caused by HPV infection, such 
as oral, throat, anal and penile, types of 
cancer that many of us have seen affect 
people we know,” said the Simcoe Mus-
koka District Health Unit in a recent press 
release.

Unfortunately, in Simcoe Muskoka only 
about 63 per cent of Grade 7 students 
receive this important cancer prevention 
vaccine, leaving more than 2,000 Grade 7 
youth unprotected against several types of 
cancer, each year. 

Locally, the rate of cervical cancer for 
females aged 20 to 44 years is about 50 per 
cent higher in Simcoe Muskoka than in the 
rest of Ontario. 

It is estimated that over 75 per cent of 

&anadians will have an H39 infection at 
some point in their lifetime, as it is easily 
transmitted through skin-to-skin contact 
during sex. 

&ondoms provide only partial protection 
against HPV infection. 

By contrast, HPV immunization offers 
lifelong, bulletproof protection against HPV 
— a fact supported by a 2024 study in Scot-
land that found zero cases of cervical can-
cer among young women fully vaccinated 
against HPV.

If you are still in high school and missed 
the HPV vaccine in Grade 7, it is not too 
late. 

In Ontario, students can receive the HPV 
vaccine for free until the end of Grade 12, 
and men who have sex with men are eligible 
until age 26. 

Talk with your health care provider about 
the vaccine or book an appointment at a 
health unit immunization clinic.

Co n t i n u e d  o n  Pa g e  1 1
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128 Main Street East
(within Caravaggio IDA store)

Shelburne • 519-925-1215

DID YOU HEAR?
THE HOLIDAYS 
ARE COMING!

Ever sat at the dinner table nodding along, pretending 
to catch every word? We’ve all been there!

Don’t miss another jingle! Book you FREE hearing test and 
start your hearing aid trial today and TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!

Limited Spots Available: BOOK NOW

OUR COMPETITION’S SALE PRICES ARE OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Bert is a 4 year old, goofy guy. He loves 
to play with toys, balls and wands. He is 
always adventuring around, and will keep 
everyone laughing. Bert gets along well 
with all the other cats.
Bert is neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated, dewormed and � ea treated.
Adoption fee is $275. 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

BERT

adopt
a cat

                                                                                                                                                                                               ROCK       YOUR CHRISTMAS
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     CAROLS!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     CAROLS!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     CAROLS!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     CAROLS!

We are a family run music school, 
providing a fun, positive, creative 

place for training in vocals,
guitar, piano, ukulele, drums

and more!
We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring

705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com
www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca  |  Follow us on Facebook!

Learn to

with
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Alliston
180 Parsons Road, Unit 24

1-888-463-4071

Mention code: NSP-GSBSD-TCH

Book online HearingLife.ca/Holiday

Keep being you Love your ears

*A comprehensive hearing assessment is provided to adults ages 19 and older at no cost. The results of this 
assessment will be communicated verbally to you. Depending on the province you’re located in, an administrative 
fee may apply if a copy of an Audiological Report is requested. Child hearing tests are conducted at select 
locations for a fee, please contact us for more information. O�er not applicable for industrial hearing tests. Up 
to $2,100 o� o�er expires on 01/31/2026. Information within this o�er may vary or be subject to change. Value 
not redeemable for cash. See clinic for details. Interest rates starting at 0%. Deposit may be required. Borrower 
must be age of majority and have a Canadian bank account. Financing is available on select core-brand hearing 
aids and at select HearingLife locations. Some conditions apply, see clinic for details.  O�ers not valid in Quebec.

Get started with a FREE hearing test
Proudly serving the community for over 10 years!

on the latest hearing aids*

$2,100
Save up to

+
Combine with eligible

government coverage for 
additional savings*

Continued from Page 10

Local health unit says cervical 
cancer can be eliminated with 
the ‘bulletproof’ HPV vaccine

The Public Health Agency of Canada 
shares that the risk of cancer from HPV goes 
beyond cervical cancer as there are more 
than 100 types of HPV and it is one of the 
most common sexually transmitted infections 
(STI). 

Both men and women can get HPV which 
is responsible for 80 to 90 percent of anal 
cancers, 40 percent of vaginal and vulvar 
cancers, 40 to 50 percent of penile cancers, 
and 25 to 35 percent of mouth and throat can-
cers in Canada.

The HPV vaccine is 99 percent effective 
at preventing HPV infections, as well as the 
cancers and warts they can cause. 

“In my clinical practice, I have seen young 
people devastated when they seek medical 
care for their genital warts. None of these 
patients had received the HPV vaccine and 
all of them wish they had,” writes Dr. Colin 
/ee, an $ssociate Medical 2ffi cer of Health 
at the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit. 

“Vaccines work best when given before 
someone is exposed to a disease which is why 
the vaccine is offered to students in Ontario 
in Grade 7 through in-school immunization 
programs, along with vaccines for menin-
gococcal disease and hepatitis B. Vaccines 
are also more effective when given to young 
teens when their immune systems are most 
responsive to the vaccine.” 

While the vaccines for HPV and hepati-
tis B are not required to attend school, they 
are strongly recommended. The fact that 
HPV and hepatitis B are sexually transmitted 
viruses adds a stigma that can cause parents 
to hesitate to vaccinate against those diseases, 
and there is also confusion about who needs 
to get vaccinated for HPV due to its link to 

cervical cancer. 
However, because HPV can cause other 

types of cancers and warts that affect males 
and females, the vaccine has been available 
to both sexes since 2016.

“Grade 7 might seem too early to worry 
about protecting them from STIs and it is nat-
ural to want to wait until they are ‘ready’ or 
are an adult, but vaccines are needed before 
a person is exposed to infection,” Dr. Lee 
noted. “Moreover, the vaccines do not cause 
or lead them to be sexually active sooner. The 
HPV and hepatitis B vaccines each need two 
doses, and the body needs time to build up 
strong immunity. This is why we offer these 
vaccines to students when they are in Grade 
7—so they can grow up to be healthy and 
protected from these preventable diseases.”

Until the latest Canadian Cancer Statistic 
report showed the plateau in cervical cancer 
rates, Canada had been on target to eliminate 
HPV by 2040. Australia is on track to reach 
HPV elimination status by 2035, so it is pos-
sible to eliminate it here as well. 

“By preventing the spread of HPV with 
vaccination, we can protect people’s health 
and ultimately, eliminate cervical and HPV-
related cancers, and genital warts,” writes 
Dr. Lee. “Getting students vaccinated against 
HPV is not just about reducing the spread of 
an STI, it is about protecting people from an 
entirely preventable cancer.”

For more information about routine and 
required vaccines given to students and the 
diseases they prevent, please visit smdhu.org. 
To speak with a public health professional, 
call 705-721-7520, ext. 8827 or 1-877-721-
7520, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

On Nov. 28, the Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority (NVCA) Board 
of Directors unanimously passed the 2026 
NVCA Draft Business Plan & Budget — the 
fi rst time since ����.  

“I want to thank our Board of Directors 
and councils of all 18 municipalities for their 
clear direction and support for this budget 
and business plan,” said Jennifer Vincent, 
CAO of NVCA. “At $7.8 million, this bud-
get refl ects fi scal prudence³reducing dis�
cretionary charges by 31% and holding most 
lines fl at while advancing effi ciency and ser�
vice modernization. This positions NVCA 
to deliver services that are responsive to the 
environmental, economic, and social sus-
tainability of the Nottawasaga Watershed.  

Budgets for conservation authorities are 
categorized into three categories.  

Category 1 is mandatory municipal levy 
that goes towards reviewing development 
plans to avoid natural hazards. This funding 
also supports passive recreation and envi-
ronmental restoration on NVCA lands.  

Category 2 are services delivered at the 
request of a municipality, with funding 
under agreement with the benefi ting munici�
pality.  

Category 3 are discretionary programs 
that go beyond mandatory and municipally 
requested services and include initiatives 
such as tree planting, environmental resto-
ration, events and environmental education. 

“We were able to gain support for all three 
budget categories from all member munici-
palities by being responsive to community 
needs,” said Jonathan Scott, NVCA Chair. 
´This budget is lean and effi cient. We did 
that by reviewing the budget line-by-line 
and signifi cantly reducing &ategory � costs. 
We’ve reduced our operating budget by 
$9,000 and held our levy to 2.8%, driven by 
the decrease in planning and permitting rev-
enue with the decline in construction across 
the province.” 

19&$·s ���� budget refl ects a modest 
increase of $180,372.37, which includes 
a $101,307.36 increase in municipal levy 
shared proportionality across eighteen-
member municipalities. ,t advances effi �
ciency and service modernization, protects 
fair and competitive wages for staff, invests 
in responsible asset management, and pri-
oritizes 19&$·s role in fl ood management 
and in supporting the resilience of the local 
watershed. 

NVCA Board of Directors unanimously
approve 2026 Budget totalling $7.8 million

CON TR I B U TE D  PHOTO
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Hornets split the weekend – win at home, lose on the road
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It was a split weekend for the Alliston Hor-
nets, as the team won at home but lost on the 
road.

The squad hosted the Huntsville Otters at 
the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre for their 
regular home game on Friday, Nov. 28.

Huntsville scored the only fi rst�period goal 
to take an early lead in the game.

After the break, the Hornets returned for the 
second period and delivered a solid perfor-
mance, scoring three unanswered goals.

Hornets’ goals came from Will Millington 
and Tristen Pitt for two, to give the Alliston 
sTuad a ��� lead heading into the fi nal period.

The game ended with a 5-1 Alliston win 
when David Harvey and Noah Prokopec both 
scored in the third period.

´, think we fi nished strong, but we need to 
start on top,” said Hornets forward Mark Coish 
after the game. “We’re not starting games the 
way we want to, but we·re fi nishing by getting 
pucks in the net. We’ve got a couple of new 
guys so everyone’s learning the new chemis-
try. When we’re down, we try to to get a hard 
forecheck on, and try to force turn-overs and 
hopefully get some goals out of that.”

The following night, the Hornets travelled to 
Penetang to take on the Kings and left disap-
pointed. The last time the two teams met, the 
fourth-place Kings delivered a major upset, 
winning ��� over the fi rst�place $lliston team.

Coish said the Hornets were prepared to go 
back there and get the win.

“We’re going to be ready for tomorrow. 

We’ve been thinking about that game that 
we’ve lost,” he said of the team’s resolve to 
return to Penetang and get the win.

This time, the Hornets were having the same 
problem – they just couldn’t score. In fact, nei-
ther team could hit the back of the net in the 

fi rst two periods, and they returned for the fi nal 
period with no numbers on the scoreboard.

Penetang scored at 42 seconds into the 
period, then scored again with just under two 
minutes remaining.

The Hornets dodged the shutout when Ben 

Smith scored with 59 seconds left on the clock.
The Alliston team had to settle for a 2-1 loss.
The Hornets will return to home ice at the 

New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, 
Dec. 5, when they will host the Stayner Siskins.

Game time is 7:30 p.m.

SPL I T G A M E S –  A llis-
ton H ornets f orward  D a-
v id  H arv ey races f or the 
puck behind  the H unts-
v ille O tters’  goal d uring 
F rid ay’ s home game at 
the N ew T ecumseth R ec-
reation Centre in A lliston 
on F rid ay,  N ov . 1 8 . T he 
H ornets won this game 
5 - 1 . T he f ollowing night,  
the H ornets trav elled  to 
P enetang to take on the 
K ings. T he A lliston team 
had  to settle f or a 2 - 1  loss 
in that game. 
B R I A N  L OCKHA R T PHOTO

CL OSE  G A M E  –  T he T ottenham R ailers host the W est N ipissing L ynx  on the ice at the T ottenham Community Centre arena on S aturd ay,  N ov . 1 9 . T he R ailers were sq ueez ed  out by a single 
goal and  had  to take a 7 - 6  loss in this game.                            B R I A N  L OCKHA R T PHOTO
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TheTimesNewTecumsethCall VICKI MEISNER
519-278-1700

or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

Advertise with
us today!

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON...

Shop Local!

Southlake recognized as a top employer in the Greater Toronto Area for 2026
Southlake Health is proud to be one of 

the top employers in the Greater Toronto 
Area for 2026, a designation that celebrates 
workplaces that lead the way in support-
ing employee wellness, development, and 
engagement. 

Southlake is the only hospital in York 
Region to be recognized this year, and one 
of three community hospitals across the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 

“We have always said that Southlake’s 
greatest strength is our people, and this 
award is a powerful reflection of how we 
care for them, so they can for others,” said 
Paul Woods, medical doctor, president and 
CEO of Southlake Health. “Our pride for 
people is grounded in teamwork, compas-
sion, and a shared commitment to serving 
our communities. A big congratulations to 
everyone who made this possible.”

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
the GTA’s Top Employers competition, 
which evaluates organizations on their phys-
ical workspace, social atmosphere, benefits, 
vacation and time off, communications, per-
formance management, training and devel-
opment. 

“Southlake’s recognition as a top employer 
reflects its ongoing investment in the well�
being and growth of its people. The hospital 
offers a wide suite of programs that support 
staff and medical staff both inside and out-
side the workplace,” reads a press release 
from Southlake. These include increased 
mental health benefits, on�site wellness ser-
vices, dog therapy sessions, free access to an 
on-site gym, and a comprehensive package 
of education and career supports. Together, 
these initiatives reflect 6outhlake·s long�
standing commitment to cultivating a work-
place where people feel valued, connected, 

and empowered.”
Cristina Amaral, vice president of people 

and chief human resources officer, lauded 
Southlake’s ongoing efforts to empower its 
team. 

“We value every member of our Southlake 
community and focus on supporting their 
wellness,” said Amaral. “We see our teams 
as whole human beings with lives and 
responsibilities beyond work, requiring an 
inclusive environment where everyone feels 
they belong. Our wellness programs, ben-
efits, and supports are designed to help them 
care for themselves so they can continue to 
care for our patients. There is a deep sense 
of community and pride in lifting each other 
up.”

This sense of community has been vital to 
the hospital’s success. Southlake’s Strategy 
for the Decade Ahead builds on this foun-
dation, recognizing people as key enablers 
who drive progress and transform Southlake 
into a Distributed Health Network over the 
next 10 years. 

As part of this, Southlake has advanced 
several initiatives that support engagement. 
These include enhanced leadership develop-
ment, improved communication tools, and 
expanded recognition activities. 

For many at Southlake, the supportive 
environment is what inspires them to grow 
their careers and stay connected to the orga-
nization. 

Arthika Patmanathan, Manager, Patient 
Relations & Patient Experience, began as a 
co-op student and has built her career across 
multiple departments with the support of 
colleagues who mentored, coached, and 
encouraged her along the way.

“I’m grateful for being able to move 
across departments and for the leaders and 

colleagues who welcomed me, coached me, 
and helped me grow,” said Patmanathan. 
“There is a special sense of community here. 
I absolutely love the people I work with. It 
is so much a part of me that I feel like I have 
grown up at Southlake.”

With more than 6,000 staff, medical 
staff, volunteers, and learners, Southlake 
continues to expand programs, strengthen 
employee experiences, and invest in the 
people who provide leading edge care, close 
to home. 

R E COG N I Z I N G  THE  TE A M  –  S outhlake was recently named  a top employer in the G reater T o-
ronto A rea f or 2 0 2 6 . P art of  the healthcare team,  pictured  here,  shares some smiles af ter receiv ing 
the recognition.                    CON TR I B U TE D  PHOTO
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SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

EXPERIENCE THE COMFORTING GLOW OF A DAVINCI FIREPLACE 
— A TIMELESS TOUCH OF WARMTH FOR YOUR HOME OR COTTAGE.

May the warmth of the holiday 
season be with you!
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987
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Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
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Adjala-Tosorontio resident arrested following OPP search warrant
B Y  B R I A N  L OCKHA R T
L OCA L  J OU R N A L I SM  I N I TI A TI V E  R E POR TE R

As a result of an ongoing police inves-
tigation, members of the Ontario Provin-
cial Police (OPP) Community Street Crime 
Unit from the Nottawasaga Detachment, 
with assistance from Dufferin and Caledon 
Detachments, executed a search warrant at 
a residence on County Road 50 in Adjala-
Tosorontio Township on Nov. 26.

In early fall, Nottawasaga CSCU 
received information that the accused 
was trafficking drugs in the Town of 1ew 
Tecumseth.

Through surveillance and investigative 
techniTues, officers observed activity con-
sistent with drug trafficking and obtained a 
search warrant for a residence.

2fficers from the 1ottawasaga &6&8 
attended the residence shortly before 12:30 
p.m. to execute the search warrant.

Upon completion of the search, the fol-

lowing items were seized:
• Prescription medications, including 

Oxycodone, Lorazepam, Tramadol, and 
Trazodone

• Approximately 14,000 contraband cig-
arettes

� 'rug trafficking labels
• $1,060 in cash
As a result, police arrested and charged 

Tena &larke, ��, of $djala�Tosorontio 
under the Criminal Code of Canada and 
the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act.

Charges include:
• Possession of a Schedule 1 substance 

for the purpose of trafficking ² 2ther 'rugs
� Trafficking a 6chedule � 6ubstance ² 

Other Drugs
� Trafficking in contraband tobacco.
The accused is scheduled to appear 

before the Ontario Court of Justice on Feb-
ruary 19, 2026.

None of the listed charges have been 
proven in court.

SE I Z E D  I TE M S –  T he N ottawasaga O P P  seiz ed  a large amount of  contraband  cigarettes and  
prescription med ication when ex ecuting a search warrant on N ov . 2 6 .           CON TR I B U TE D  PHOTO

OPP charge New Tecumseth driver with impaired operation after a single-vehicle collision
B Y  B R I A N  L OCKHA R T
L OCA L  J OU R N A L I SM  I N I TI A TI V E  R E POR TE R

Impaired driving continues to be a prob-
lem on local roads as Nottawasaga OPP have 
charged another motorist with impaired driv-
ing following a single-vehicle collision in 
Alliston.

Shortly before 1:30 a.m., on Tuesday, Nov. 
25, Nottawasaga OPP responded to a single-
vehicle collision in the area of Industrial 
3arkway, east of &hurch 6treet in $lliston.

2fficers located the vehicle during general 
patrols and observed that it had collided with 
a traffic signal in the centre median of the 
roadway.

2fficers met with the driver and, dur-
ing the interaction, formed grounds that the 
driver’s ability to operate a motor vehicle was 
impaired by alcohol.

This led to the driver’s arrest.
The driver was transported to a local hospi-

tal with minor injuries.
As a result of the investigation, Arianna 

Pastulovic, 19, of New Tecumseth, was 
charged with:

� 2peration while impaired ² blood con-
centration (80 plus)

The accused is scheduled to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on Dec. 
18, 2025, to answer to the charge.

The charge has not been proven in court. 

South Simcoe Police investigating theft in Bradford, seeking public assistance to identify suspect
The South Simcoe Police Service is 

seeking the public·s assistance with identi-
fying a male suspect wanted in connection 
to a theft incident in Bradford West Gwil-
limbury.

On Oct. 28, at approximately 3:30 p.m., 
a male suspect located a wallet on the 
ground in the parking lot of retail business 
on Holland Street West. The suspect pro-

ceeded to use the credit cards found in the 
wallet to purchase merchandise and gift 
cards at nearby businesses totalling nearly 
$800.

Police are actively investigating this 
incident and are looking to identify the 
suspect.

The suspect is described as a male, brown 
skin tone, approximately �·�feet tall, with 

dark brown hair. $t the time of the inci-
dent, he was seen wearing glasses, a grey 
suit jacket, sweater and dark collared shirt. 
Image of the suspect is attached.

Anyone who recognizes the suspect or 
who has further information, is asked to 
contact Police Constable Alanna Hill at 
alanna.hill@southsimcoepolice.ca. 

For anyone wishing to remain anony-

mous, contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS). 

You can submit information online at 
www.crimestopperssdm.com. Crime Stop-
pers does not subscribe to call display, and 
you will remain anonymous. Being anony-
mous, you will not testify in court and your 
information may lead to a cash reward of 
up to $2,000.
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Remember
your

loved ones
in a

special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST 

Classifi eds
3hone ������������ or ��������������

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Please recycle this ne� paper

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions off ered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

Please
recycle this 
ne� paper

406 VEHICLES WANTED

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1 1 53  Ca n a l  Rd ,
Br a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

601 ARTICLES WANTED

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com
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Please

recycle this 
ne� paper

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Sniff Out a Great Deal
in the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for
the Classifieds

In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything from cars to 
canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want, 

and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

Go with your instincts and
use the Classifi eds today!
Call  1-888-557-6626
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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Classifi eds
3hone ������������ or ��������������

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

DECEMBER 12TH AT 5PM
DESIGNER CLOTHING SHOWCASE

From standout prints to timeless cuts, this sale has style for every eye – and just in time for the holiday 
season too! Featuring top brands like Brixton, Ragwear, Pen�eld, WeSC, Poler, Biion, and more. Treat 

yourself or wrap up the perfect gift, one bid at a time!

Lots begin closing at 5pm on Dec 12th.
Preview: Fri Dec 12th, 10am – 4pm, or call for an appointment on another day.
Pickup: Sat Dec 13th, 10am – 4pm. Call or text if you need more information. 

Pickup & preview at our Home Of�ce Base: 438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne).

Features: Wide-ranging selection of men’s & women’s apparel & accessories including Biion Shoes ft 
Styles from Disney; DC; Star Wars; Harry Potter and more; Backpacks & Messenger Bags from Pen�eld 
& Poler; Winter Toques; Gloves & Scarves from Brixton & Pen�eld; Variety of Men’s & Women’s Jackets; 

Blazers & Outerwear; Men’s Suits; Dress Shirts & Casual Tops; Women’s Dresses; Rompers & Jumpsuits; 
Knit Sweaters & Tees; Swim & Lounge Shorts; Rolling Racks and more.

Let us treat you like family too! Call: 519-288-2228 | TEXT ONLY: 519-938-1315 
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

36 Years have passed.
A long time gone, but never forgotten.

~ Clarence F. Boyd

Linda Ann
Boyd

1953 - 1989

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 Pre�:pottinN ࠮
urniture 4o]inN- ࠮
eodoriainN+ ࠮
olour )riNOteninN* ࠮

�4a_. ��� sq. ft.
per room� � /:; >0;/ *6<P65

✃

C
O
U
P
O
N

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CE L L :  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

F A X :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

W W W . CA R OL F R E E M A N . CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
L ocated in K ing T ow nship since 1 9 9 4

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

Full Roof Replacement • Repairs
Eavestrough  • Soffi  t/Fascia

Insulation & More!

CALL TO BOOK YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY!

416-522-7486
info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
NEW

TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

*ertiÄ eK (rIorist
Full` InsureK

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Continued from Page 4

Brock’s Banter: Giving Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday…
W ith ev ery passing year,  howev er,  the 

peculiar A merican import of  B lack F ri-
d ay becomes more of  a presence in our 
liv es. D espite one B lack F rid ay years 
ago when I  went to a local grocery store 
to get a sand wich f or lunch and  lef t not 
with a sandwich but a flatscreen T9 ± 
hey, it was a really good deal� ± ,¶ve 
typically been immune to the B lack F ri-
d ay brouhaha. I  hav e to ad mit,  though,  
I  almost got reeled  in this time around .

B ombard ed  f rom all d irections,  I  f ound  
myself  ad d ing gif ts f or lov ed  ones into 
my cart, things that weren¶t necessar-
ily asked  f or,  but things I  thought they 
might like. W hile it is the thought that 
d oes ind eed  count,  was it the actual 
thought that they might enj oy it,  or a 
f alse sense of  urgency that if  they might 
like it,  time was of  the essence to get 
it at what was promised  to be the best 

price in years?
,n the midst of all this, we¶re looNing 

into some sort of  v acation in the N ew 
Y ear and  when I  f ound  myself  f eel-
ing a bit of an[iety that if we didn¶t get 
plane ticNets then and there ± to a yet�
to�be�determined location ± because 
such ³deals´ liNely wouldn¶t be in the 
offing again, , finally felt it was best for 
all to step away f rom the d ev ice,  the 
online shopping card s,  the manuf ac-
tured  sense of  urgency,  and  wait until 
it all passed  in ord er to make good  pur-
chases with a clear head .

A nd  d espite the f act I  am writing this 
on the morning of *iving Tuesday, a 
d ay d esignated  as a “ global generosity 
mov ement”  that is a boon f or so many 
non�profits around the world, includ -
ing innumerable organiz ations here at 
home that hav e immed iate and  press-

ing need s at the moment,  E ugene L ev y 
j ust popped  up on my screen trying to 
get me to shell out on a new mattress 
because these %lacN )riday deals won¶t 
last f orev er.

Let *iving Tuesday have its moment 
in the spotlight!

I  know that B lack F rid ay,  ev en if  it is 
an A merican import,  is a prime oppor-
tunity f or our homegrown businesses,  
which need  to take ad v antage of  ev ery 
opportunity they can get in this eco-
nomic climate,  and  ground work f or G iv -
ing Tuesday was probably laid, at least 
in part,  as a way to atone f or some of  
the more egregious acts of  seasonal 
consumerism,  the f ocus between the 
two is nowhere near in balance.

%y the time you read this on Tuesday, 
, can only hope that *iving Tuesday is 
not alread y f ad ing into memory,  a casu-

alty of  B lack F rid ay and  Cyber M ond ay 
d eals ex tend ing clear to B ox ing D ay.

The needs that have been highlighted 
in the lead�up to Tuesday, 'ecember 2, 
d o not magically v anish on W ed nesd ay,  
D ecember 3 ,  d espite the generosity of  
our community members.

,t¶s not too late today ± Thirty�%ucNs�
in�the�+ole Thursday" ± to looN up 
a group or organiz ation that speaks 
to you,  see what their need s are,  and  
really get the most bank f or the af ore-
mentioned  buck by keeping it in the 
community.

These contributions are always 
appreciated ,  no matter what d ate hap-
pens to be on the calend ar.

³'onation 'ecember´ doesn¶t have 
q uite the same ring to it as “ G iv ing 
Tuesday,´ but it¶s the real spirit of the 
season that counts. 

No insurance tra�c stop leads to seizure of methamphetamine, drug possession charges
South Simcoe Police Uniform Patrol arrest 

and charge an individual following a traffic 
stop that resulted in the seizure of suspected 
methamphetamine.

On Nov. 29, at approximately 12:50 a.m., 
during the investigation of a blue Hyundai 

Sonata being operated without proper insur-
ance on Holland Street West in Bradford 
West Gwillimbury, police observed an open 
alcoholic beverage in the centre console of 
the vehicle, that subsequently resulted in a 
search of the vehicle. 

$s a result of the search, officers located 
and seized a quantity of suspected metham-
phetamine from within the vehicle.

A 31-year-old male from Barrie was 
arrested and charged with:

• Possession of a Schedule I Substance

• Possession for the Purpose Schedule I
• Owner Operate Motor vehicle on a high-

way no insurance
The accused individual is scheduled to 

appear in court on January 8, 2026. None of 
the charges have been proven in court.
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